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Introduction

Pilan Authorization

Section 101. The Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District (District) is an authorized groundwater management agency within the
meaning of Water Code Section 10753 (b). This plan will be undertaken in
accordance with the consent of local agencies whose governing bodies will be
contacted to enter into an agreement with the District pursuant to Water Code
Sections 10750.7 or 10750.8. The District was formally directed to proceed with
the preliminary development of a County-wide groundwater management plan
by the District Board of Directors at the Regular Meeting of the Board held on
April 25, 1995,

wection 102. The District finds and declares that the management of the
groundwater within its territory and the plan area designated herein, is in the
public interest and will provide for the common benelit of water users within the
plan arcoa.

Section 103. The District has considered the potential impact of this plan upon
business activities within the plan area and it has determined that the adoption
of this plan will provide benefits to municipal, industrial, agricultural and
commercial uses which outweigh any economic hardship that mery result.

Purpose of the Plan

Section 104. The purposes of this groundwater management plan can be
summearized best as lollows:

A) The primary purpose of the Plan is to prevent long term overdraft of
groundwater within the Plan Area and to balance lona term
average annual replenishment with exdractions and other losses 1o

Telucamna i il AB IR0 S ndwoe



the sm ith the public in : the Plan

Area population.

B) Develop a comprehensive groundwater basin management
program which protects the groundwaler resources of Tehama

County in order to provide local users with a reliable long-term
water supply.

C) Implement groundwater management plan through the
development of County -wide consensus wherever possible,

D) Develop a plan to protect basin groundwater guality.

Disavowal of Purpose

Section 105. It is not the intent of the District Board of Directors that in the
adoption of this plan, or in the promulgation of a management program
developed pursuant to this plan, that the District intrude upon, diminish,
demean or negate in any manner the police power of the County of Tehama o
of any incorporated city within the County of Tehama. By adoption of this plan,
the District Board specitically and expressly disavows any such purpose.

Rule of Consftruction and Effect

Section 106. In the event any provision of this plan, or provision contained
vithin any program developed pursuant te this plan, is in conflict with an
enactment of the Counly of Tehama or a city within the County of Teharmna
(whether such enactment exists at the time of adoplion of this plan or is
subsequently enacted), which enactment is enabled by the conslitutional police
power of the County or city respectively, then such provision shall be construad
and harmonized with such enactment to the maximurm extent possible.

section 107, Harmonization may be achieved, without limitalion, by the devise
of excision of the language of the provision which gives rise to the conflict i,
following such excision, the provision will have a residual operative effect, If it
is deemed impossible o harmonize any provision of this plan, or any provision
ol a program developed pursuant 1o this plan, with such enactment of the
Counly or of any city within the County, then such provision shall be deemaed 1o
be null and void and of no effect within the jurisdiction of the enacling city or the
Counly of Tehama as the case may be.

Teharm Coanty AN NED Groundwser Monzrgensent Far




Section 108. The District shall implement the Plan in consultation and
coordination with all affected public and private water purveyors. The District
will cooperate with affected water purveyors to determine the best method to
achieve comprehensive groundwater management within the County and
within the service areas of each water purveyor. This Plan may become
effective within the area of a water purveyor, upon the District's receipt of a
written request from the purveyor to the District to adopt the Plan within the
purveyor service area or under the terms and conditions of an agreement,
contract, memorandum of understanding or other wrilten instrument
acceptable to the District and the affected water purveyor. Nothing herein shall
be construed as an intention for the District to unilaterally impose this Plan
within the service area of an affected water purveyor.
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Study Area

Description of District

section 201. As previously noted, the proposed plan will be administered by
the Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, The district
was originally established in 1957 by the Tehama County Flood Control and
Waler Conservation Disirict Act. This Act defined the boundary and territory of
the district as follows: "all that territory of the County of Tehama lying within the
exterior boundaries thercof.”

Section 202, For the purposes of earrying out the goals and objectives
established herein, the boundaries of the plan area will include the County of
Tehama and the Western Tehama Highlands Area, Eastern Tehama Highlands
Area ("areas”), and the Redding Groundwater Basin and Sacramento Valley
Groundwater Basin ("basins”) to the extent that they lie within the jurisdiclion of
the District, but do nol include any land outside Tehama County.

Section 203. A map of the plan area is included herein as Higure 1.
Locafion

Section 204, Tehama County includes approximately 2976 square miles within
the northern portion of the Central Valley of California. The Counly is bisected
by the Sacramento River, and borders Shasta Counly to the north, Plurmas and
Butte Counties to the east, Glenn and Butte Counties to the south, and
Mendocino and Trinity Counties to the west.  The counly seat is localed in Red
Bluft, which is also the largest city in Tehama County.
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Physiography and Geology

Section 205. The physiography of Tehama County is one that has evolved, in
large part, due lo the erosive and meandering impact of surface stream flow.
The County is bounded on the east by the dissected alluvial terraces which
form the foothills of the Cascade Range. The low hills and dissected uplands of
the Coast Range stretch for the length of the western County border. The
interior of the County is characterized by stream channels, floodplains, and
naitural levees of the Sacramento River and its tributaries.  Alluvial fans are
also present near the confluence locations of tributaries with the Sacramento
River.

Section 206. The geology of Tehama County is complex. Beneath the valley
floor, marine sediments form the basement of the study area, which acts as a
structural trough. On top of this formation, subsequent deposits of mudflow-
transported volcanic materials were laid, as well as stream-borne rock
fragments from the surrounding mountains. The accumulation of these
deposits within the structural trough resulted in a gradual down warping of the
basement formation. Thus, a great depth of this water-bearing material {up to
3000 feet deep) accumulated without greatly impacting the elevation of the
valley floor.  Please refer to Figure 2 for an idealized depiction of a typical
geologic cross-section for Tehama County.

Section 207. The oldes! rock unit exposed in the area is the Upper Crelaceous
Chico Formation. This unit consists of sandstones, conglomerates and shalss
which are of marine origin. In terms of viable groundwater reserves, this
lormation is of no signilicance.

Seclion 208. In the eastern portion of the basin, the Chico Formation is overlain
by the Pliocene Tuscan Formalion.  The Tuscan Formation consists of
pyroclastic and sedimentary rocks primarily deposited by volcanic mudflows.
Along the eastern margin of the valley, the Tuscan Formation is the major
water bearing unit.

Section 209. The Tehama Formation overlies the Chico Formation in the
western portion of the basin. These sediments consist of sands, gravels and
clays which were deposited by the ancestral Sacramento River and its west
slope tributary streams.  While parts of the Tehama Formation appear (o be
younger than the Tuscan Formalion, fingers of the two lormations are inter
layered beneath the central valley floor, which indicates that portions of the two
formations are equivalenl in age.
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Section 210. Along the eastern edge of the valley, erosion of the Tuscan
Formation has resulted in the deposition of older alluvial fan material directly
over the Tuscan Formation. These deposits consist of silty sands and low-clay
gravels and are called fanglomerates. They are primarily Pleistocene in age.

Section 211, The Red Bluff Formation rests primarily on the Tehama Formation
to the west of the Sacramento River and is approximately the same age as the
fanglomerate. This formation consists of coarse gravels, commonly with large
boulders in a red sandy clay matrix of low permeability. These materials may
have been originally deposited by the debris-laden, turbid streams draining
glacial areas (Bulletin 118-6, DWR, 1978).

Section 212. Alluvial deposits of varying age underlie the floodplains along the
Sacramento River and its tributaries. For the most part, these flood-deposited
materials appear as thin layers of gravel, sand, silt and clay which occur in
thicker beds along the channel of the Sacramento River.

FIGURE

2 - GENERALIZED GEOLOGIC CROSS-SECTION
ACROSS SACRAMENTO RIVER VALLEY
(LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS RED BLUFF)
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Figure 3 provides a summary of the varicus stratigraphic units in Tehoamo

County.
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Geologic Ages and Nomenclature

of
Stratigraphic Units
within
Tehama County

TIME-STRATIGRAPHIC UNITS

ROCK-STRATIGRAPHIC UNITS Frims
ERA PERICD | EPOCH
Stream Channel Deposila
= Flood Plain Deposits
3
% & Unditferentiated Alluvium
= .
g Unditferentiated Older Aluvium 0.0t
= < [
o = = Red Biuff Formation
E [E: Fanglomerata 16
13) % )
€3]
E Tehama Tuscan
- Formation Formation
=
3
S Contarhporanaous
= ;
B CeposNon 664
. .t
=
§ JURASSIC & Great Valiey Sequence 3

RGURE 3




Climate

Section 213. Tehama County exhibits a wide range of precipitation and
temperature due to the relatively large elevation difference between the valley
floor and the highlands in the extreme eastern and western portions of the
County (see Figure 5). Using precipitation and temperature data from Red
Bluff as those representing typical valley floor climate parameters, it is
apparent that valley lands experience hot and dry summers and mild winters.

Section 214. Typical temperatures in the Red Bluff area during January and
July are summarized in Table 2-1, below.

Table 2-1.Normal Daily Temperatures
Red Blufi, California  1941-1982

Red Bluff (Month) | Normal Daily | NormalDaily | Normal Daily Ii
cE R N “Mean | i Min.

| Temperature (F) | Temperature (F) | Temperature (F) |
Jamuary 54° 45¢ 37°
iy 9g° §2° 67°

Section 215. The major portion of annual precipitation occurs from October
through Mery; very little, if any, rainfall cccurs between June and September.

Average annual rainfall is approximately 22 inches, with a minimum annual

total of 9 inches (1923-24) and a maximum annual total of 45 inches (1940-41).
Figure 4 provides a graphic illustration of long-term precipitation patterns for
Red Bluff. Figure 5 illustrates the wide variation in annual precipitation levels
that exist in Tehama County.

Annual Precipitation
Red Bluff, CA 1880-1889

50,00
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Figure 4 Watar Year
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Section 216. Typical Class “A” pan evaporation totals 67 inches annually, of
which 77 percent occurs between April and September. In the past 35 years,
annual evaporation rates have ranged between 57.5 infyr and 73.2 infyr at
Gerber. Evaporation is highest during June and July, when over 21 inches
typically evaporate over the two month span. It should be noted that pan
evaporation is an approximate indication of lake evaporation and does not
indicate that the difference between annual evaporation and precipitation is
being lost to the groundwater basin,

Population

Section 217. Long term population growth rates in Tehama County have been
relatively uniform since World War II. However, population projections for
Tehama County made by the California State Department of Finance also
depict continued growth, especially in the Red Blulf urban area. Table 2-2
represents the recenl and projected population of Tehama County for the years
1900 to 2014.
Table 2-2. Historic and Projecled Population
Tehama County, California
1900-2014

11,000

| aas | s | ek

19,276
BT

Source: California State Department of Finance

There are three incorporated cities in Tehama County - Red Bluff, Corning and
Tehama. These communities currently account for approximately 36 percent ot
the total County population.! Key unincorporated communities include Mineral,
Los Molinos, Ranche Tehama and Lake California.

'Per “Annual Information and Demographic Data - Tehama County - 1995", Siate of
California Health and Wellare Agency.
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Economy

Section 218. The economy of Tehama County is directly tied to the use of water,
since the primary economic driving force is agriculture. There are
approximately 160,000 acres of prime or near prime soil in Tehama County
(source: Water Resources Management in Tehama County - Preliminary Dradft).
A 1994 DWR study determined that 112,260 acres of farm land were irrigated in
Tehama County during 1988. Agricultural use accounts for approximately 90
percent of the total water used in the County. ?

It is predicted that the employment outlook in Tehama County will improve
significantly in the near future. Between 1990 and 1994, employment increased
by 15 percent. The establishment of a major retail distribution center in Red
Bluif is largely responsible for the addition of several hundred new jobs in the
county. Figure 6 provides an indication of job-type distribution in Tehame
County.

@m County Jobs by industry nrwm-nl
TEHAMA COUNTY EMPLOYMENT PROFILE
Pla Slice # Irvidees fry Parcent

1 Govammeant 2048

2 Servicas 19.8

| Firanca, bsurancn, FRaal Extata 4.1

4 Ratad Trada 22.8

L] Wholesale Tada 15

g Manutacturing 16 4

7 Transportation & Public Utilites 1B

A Miriing & Construction 28

E Agricuthura 9.2
'Sn_wca: State Hoalth & Wallare Agancy

March 1992 Bonchmark

Figure 6

* Per Tehama County Master Water Plan Steering Commillee report, May 1991
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Local Inferest

Section 219. Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
personnel have worked with part-time consultants and the volunteer Tehama
County Water Task Force since 1990 toward the development of a County
Master Water Plan. While the participants understand that a total water plan
must incorporate surface water, groundwater and conjunctive uses, the move
toward development of a groundwater plan has received priority because of
the high degree of local interest with this issue.

Section 220. Local interest relative to the groundwaler issue was catalyzed in
1992, when, in response to the perceived threat of wholesale groundwater
export from the county, the Tehama County Board of Supervisors' enacted
Urgency Ordinances Nos. 1552 and 1553. The effect of these ordinances
essentially prohibits the extraction of groundwater for export without a permit
granled by the Board, subject lo certain restrictions and limitations. These
ordinances were a temporary measure, and contained a sunsel clause
allowing them to remain in effect until February 28, 1994. Prior to their
expiration, Ordinance Nos. 1552 and 1553 were replaced by Ordinance 1617,
which simply removed the sunset clause and conlinued the remaining sections
unchanged. Although challenged in the courts, the County’s right to make such
an ordinance was upheld on appeal.

Section 221. Formation of a Ground Water Management District Study
Committee by the Board of Supervisors in April 1992 further focused local
interest on groundwater management. This group tocused its initial attention
on Senate Bill 867 which would establish a Glenn County Groundwater
Management District, with a possible amendment addressing a Tehama
County Groundwater Management District. However, SB 867 did not
materialize, when, later in 1992, Governor Pete Wilson vetoed 5B B67 and
signed into law AB 3030. This latter legislation allows agencies similar to the
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District o administer
groundwater management duties.

oection 221a. In 1995, the Tehama County Waler Task Force completed the
“Report of the Groundwater Committee”, which summarizes groundwater law,
discusses area of origin issues, summarizes groundwater monagement under
AB 3030, emd explains how the Tehama County Hood Control and Water
Conservation District is well-suited to develop and manage an AB 3030 plan.
Additional discussion is also provided relative to prior Board actions,
recommendead tuture Board action, and other issues

section 221b. Inearly 1994, the Tehama County Board ol Supervisors passed

Terlvan=a County A3 030 Trrovndwoler Mandgement Fla



Resolution 15-94, which formally “accepted” the “Report of the Groundwater
Committee”. However, as stated in the conclusion of the report itsell “The
concepts summarized in this section of the reporf are only intended as a guide
for the eventual preparation of a Groundwater Management Plan for Tehama
County. In no way do they represent the plan itself.” Resolution 15-94 states
that the report “be considered, among other things, during the course of the
District’s anticipated deliberations regarding a groundwater management
plan.” The non-binding, guidance-oriented nature of these two documents is
reflected in the preparation of this plan.

Section 2Z21e.  Later in 1994, the Tehama County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District hired a full-time professional water resources engineer
and retained a qualified attorney specializing in water law to execute the
development and implementation of the groundwater management plan.

List of Participanis

Section 222. The key participants in a County-wide groundwater management
plan are the individual private pumpers which constitute the vast majority of
groundwater users in Tehama County. In terms of water consumption, private
agricullural pumpers account for some of the largest withdrawals of
groundwater in the County (Total agricultural groundwater use in 1988: 201,000
AF. Total agricultural groundwater use by districts: 6,500 AF).

Since an organized groundwater pumpers association has not been formed in
Tehama County, it appears that private pumpers in the agricultural sector can
best be brought into the County Plan through contact with other organizedions,
as summarized in Table 2-3.

Section 223. In addition to the above stakeholders, several key civic groups will
be contacted for their input as well, as noted in Table 2-4.

Section 224. A key component of a groundwater management plan prepared
under Water Code Section 10750 is the coordination recommended between
the: District and other waler-related districts within Tehama County. Table 2-5 is
a list of the institutions which will be approached by the District in the
development of the groundwaler management plan.  Figure 7 is a map
showing the various waler agencies located in Tehama County.
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Table 2-3. Tehama County Rural Organizations

- Address . - Phone Number
P.O. Box 307, Vina CA 96092 839-2358
P.O. Box 188 Los Molinos, CA 96055
P.O. Box 879 Los Molinos, CA 96055
PO, Box 492036 Redding, CA 96049
13038 Highwoy 995 Red Blulf, CA 96080 | 5274285
| 130 Metzger Street Red Bluff, CA 96080 | 527-7882
| Tehoma County RCD 1350 N. Main Street Red Bluff, CA 95080 | 527.2667 I'
::.Yll':l.;:[ Hpsou_rc:e Cr}n'“;f;l.\rahon B 833] Marek Hood B39-2289
{.)jstnct i Los Maolinos, CA 96055
E:Z Tplmmﬁ GGu.nt}r Tﬂ‘rm Hﬂmma Hk Post Otfice Box 370 527-3101
: ; Offlcc L Red Bludf, CA 96080
: 24280 Million Road HZ4-068G
haboc' {:!er Coming, CA 96021

Table 2-4. Tehama County Civic Organizations

e Omcnuz;rhon ' Address - Phone Niinbar _]
u-d H]uﬂ (‘h{hm_ber nf 100 Main Stroat 5275220
; Cc:—rnmcrr:L Red Plalf, CA 95080
:i;q,s Iw.'l_::'rl__ii'ms_(.?,_'ﬁe__‘:':r'nlmia of i 7904 Highway 998 384.2751
i '-{_?ommeme i Las Molinos, CA S5l55
o Cc:rnmcr Lh-::lmber af 1401 Solano H724-5550
Gormﬁ@fcé' : Corning, CA 96021

'I'If,_:'!l‘.lﬂTHl.'i I'.m"u]' ]'_Jc*volopmérii

Carporation

1790 Airport Boulsyward
Ied BluH, CA 96080

5297106

[
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Table 2-5. Tehama County Water Agencies

Lo Water ﬁg' ency a Address Phc}rléNmnberl
R 2810 Silver Strest  Andersan, CA 96007 365-7329 |

KL % Box 2475 Orlend, CA 95063 165-2055

F.0, Box 738 Coening, CA 85021 B24-2914

PO, Bor 3 Vina, CA 96092 B39-2635

B4S1 99W Read  Gerber, CA 95035 3851550

21430 Gyle Road  Corning, Ch 96021 #85-1381

P.O.Bow 195  Gerber, CA 96035 BA5-1904

22572 Fisher Rd.Fed Blufl, CA 5273114

P.O. Boue 520 Cormning, Gh 56021 B24-1320
BO. Box 9 Las Malinas, G 95055 F54-2638 II
23162 Josephine  Los Molines, CA 96055 384-2737
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Legal, Financial and Political Considerations

bection 225, In Tehama County, as in other parts of California, water resources
management is dictated by a complex system of local, state and federal laws.
Water use, development and allocation are controlled by legal contracts and
agreements, common law principles, statutes, constitutional provisions and
court decisions. These legal considerations, in combination with the
jurisdictional powers of the various governing agencies and the private
property rights of groundwater users, form the framework which governs water
resources management in Tehama Counly.

Section 226. A more thorough overview of the institutional framework for water
resource management in California is provided in Chapter 2 of The Californic
Water Plan Updale (DWR Bulletin 160-93). A discussion of the key constitutional
requirements, stalules, court decisions and agreements that impact Tehama
Counly water resources management are discussed in “Report of Groundwater
bubcommittee to Tehama County Water Task Force”, 1993, An excerpt of the
seclion from this report which relates to groundwater law is included herein as
Appendix ).

bection 227. The Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District will have to periodically adopt rules and regulations to implement
provisions of the groundwater monagement plan. All rules and regulations
shall be reasonable and established in a manner that is consistent with District
aulhority.

Section 228. Pursuant to Water Code section 10754, the Tehama County Nood
Control and Water Conservation District may levy fees and collect assessments
in order to finance groundwater management expenses, such as administrative
and operating costs, acquisition of replenishment water, and basin studies. As
stated in section 10754.3, these [ees must be authorized by a majority of voles in
a County-wide election.

Condition of the Groundwater Basin

Tehama County Groundwater Basins, Sub-basins
and Areas

Section 229. The Calilornia Department of Water Resources has mapped the
groundwater basin and area boundaries throughout California, As shown in
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preliminary DWR mapping®, the central portion of Tehama County is underlain
by the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin. DWR has further sub-divided
the overall basin into smaller groundwater sub-basins, several of which are
contained within County limits. The northemn portion of the County is underlain
by the Redding Groundwater Basin, of which three sub-basins [all within the
limits of the county borders.

Section 230. The boundaries of the Sacramento Valley and Redding
Groundwater Basins roughly approximate the eastern and western edges of
the valley floor. The foothill areas which constitute the eastern and western
portions of Tehama County are designated as "Highland” areas which are
noted for their relative lack of groundwater resources.

Section 231. Figure 8 shows the various groundwater sub-basins and
highland areas of Tehama County. These areas are discussed in further detail
below.

REDDING GROUNDWATER BASIN

Section 232. The Bosewood Sub-basin underlies the northwestern comer of
the Redding Groundwater Basin within Tehama County. This sub-basin is
situated between the middle fork of Cottonwood Creek and the South Fork of
Cottonwood Creek, each stream of which acts as a hydraulic boundary for the
unconfined aquifer in the sub-basin. The pre-Tertiary rocks which form the
western boundary of this sub-basin are assumed to behave as a no-flow
boundary.

Section 233. The Bowman Sub-basin is directly south of the Rosewood Sub-
basin and is bounded on the north by the South Fork of Cottonwood Creek, on
the east by the Sacramento River, on the south by the Red Bluif Arch (a possible
geologic no-flow boundary) and on the west by the pre Terliary rocks (assumed
no-flow boundary).

Section 241. The South Battle Creek Sub-basin is bounded on the north by
Baitle Creek, on the east by a chain of cinder cones and associated [aults, on
the south by the Red Bluff Arch and on the west by the Sacramento River.

1 Ta be linalized in DWR Dulletin 118, June 1996 release. (Personal communication
with DWR, MNarth Section, September 21, 1995).
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SACRAMENTO RIVER GROUNDWATER BASIN

Section 234. South of the Bowman Sub-basin is the Red Bluff Sub-basin. It is
bounded on the north by the Red Bluff Arch, on the east by the Sacramento
River, on the south by Thomes Creek (a groundwater recharge area) and on
the west by pre-Tertiary rocks.

Section 235. The Corning Sub-basin is in the southwestern portion of Tehame
County. Itis bounded on the north by Thomes Creek and on the south by Stony
Creek (both groundwater recharge boundaries), on the east by the Sacramento
River and on the west by pre-Tertiary rocks. Preliminary data suggests that
groundwater flow in this area is southeasterly from Thomes Creek and
northeasterly from Stony Creek towards the Sacramento River. Thus, the
direction of groundwater flow roughly parallels the boundary line shared with
Glenn County, which suggests that subsurface flow across the County line may
be minimal.

Section 236. The Vina Sub-basin is bounded on the north by Deer Creek (o
groundwaler recharge boundary), on the south by the Big Chico Creek/Little
Chico Creek systemn, on the east by the Chico Monocline (a geclogic structure),
and on the west by the Sacramento River. Groundwater flow is westerly toward
the Sacramento River. Again, the direction of groundwater flow roughly
parallels the boundary line shared with Butte County, which suggests that
subsurface flow across the County line may be minimal.

Section 237. The Los Molinos Sub-basin is bounded on the north by Mill Creck
and on the south by Deer Creek (both groundwater recharge boundaries) , on
the east by the Chico Monocline, and on the west by the Sacramento River.
Groundwater flow is westerly from Mill and Deer Creeks loward the
pacramento River.

Section 238. The Dye Creek Sub-basin is bounded on the north by Antelope
Creek, on the south by Mill Creek, on the east by the Chico Monocline, and on
the wesl by the Sacramento River.

Section 239. The Antelope Sub-basin is bounded on the north by the low
permeability mudflow deposits of the Tuscan Formation, on the south end west
by the Sacramento River, and on the east by Antelope Creek. Groundwater
flow moves in a southweslerly direction towards the river.

Section 240. The Bend Sub-basin is bounded on the north by the Rad Blull
Arch, on the east and south by a chain of cinder cones and associated laulis,
and on the west by the Sacramento River.  The boundary between the Bend
and the Antelope sub basins is not well defined and is based on differences in
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topographic relief. Further study is needed to define this boundary.

Section 242. The WESTERN TEHAMA HIGHLANDS AREA is the portion of
Tehama County that is west of the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin. This
area is underlain by pre-Tertiary rocks and contains very little groundwater.
Any groundwater that does occur here is found in fractures at a relatively
shallow depth. It should be noted that the term “Western Tehama Highlands
Area” is a staff designation only; Bulletin 118 does not formally name this area.

Section 243. The EASTERN TUSCAN FORMATION HIGHLANDS AREA is
bounded by the Tehama County line on the north, east end south. The western
boundary is the Chico Monocline. The area is mostly underlain by voleanic
rock, which yields water at shallow depths in fractured zones. Most of the area
can yield only small domestic supplies, although limited municipal or irrigation
supplies are possible in some areas.

Section 244 . It must be noted that all sub-basin boundaries should be
considered to be approximate. Key surface stream tributaries are generally
assumed to behave as sub-basin boundaries, which may hold true for
unconfined groundwater linked to these tributaries. However, for confined
aquifers, these boundaries may fluctuate. Boundaries related to geologic
structure and topographic high areas must also be considered as preliminary
in nature,

Section 245. The "areas” noted above are not considered to be “groundwater
basins”. However, these areas do contain ground water in useable quantities.
The ground waler occurs in the fractures or joints that constitute the secondary
porosity of the rock (granitic, metamorphic, and some sedimentary rocks), in
the inlerstices thal constitute the primary porosity of sedimenlary rocks, or in
the primary porosity of small deposits of stream material, terraces, colluvium,
or alluviurm *

Existing Monitoring

Section 251, Since the late 1920's, the State Department of Water Resources
and the United States Bureau of Reclamation have measured groundwater
levels for 138 wells in Tehama County. Currently, 74 wells are monitored
semiannually and 8 wells are measured on a moenthly basis. The monitoring
program currently focuses only on those wells located within the Sacramento
Valley ground waler basin.

‘Detinition of “Area” per DWR “Ground Waler Definitions Subcommittee”, A il
25,1945,
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Seclion 252. The Depariment of Water Resources issues periodic reports which
relate to the moniloring program in Tehama County. These reports include
groundwater hydrographs for the monitored wells. The most recent report -
“Ground Water Levels in the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin, Tehama
County” - was released by DWR in late 1993,

Section 253. Most wells in the monitoring program are measured by DWR
semiannually, usually in March and October. This provides an indication of
groundwater levels before and after the irrigation season.

Section 254. In addition to recording water levels, the DWR report also
includes, for each well, information on the producing aquifer(s), degree of
certainty associated with the ground water body classification, the
hydrogeologic unit, and the applied use of the groundwater.

Section 255. In 1976, USGS monitored 222 wells along the Tehama-Colusa
Canal for water quality. Approximately 50 USGS wells were monitored in
Tehama County through the course of two studies undertaken between 1976-78.
USGS also monitored water levels in the Redding Basin as part of two studies
undertaken in 1983 and 1985, This latter study assessed the relationship
between Cottonwood Creek surface water and local groundwater. USGS has
records which show that over two hundred wells were monitored for water
levels throughout the Counly pericdically since 1939.

Historic Variations in Groundwater Levels

Section 260. Groundwater levels fluctuate on an annual basis as a reaction lo

extraction operations, infiltration and downward percolation from precipitation,
surface water sources and irrigation, and subsurface inflows and outflows. In

Tehama County, groundwater levels show a significant seasonal variation due

to high irrigation use during summer months.

Section 261. Monthly measurements of groundwater show that spring water
levels start dropping when irrigation begins (usually April) and continue to
decline until about mid-July. Later in the summer, starting in late August to
early September, levels begin to rise steadily. Maodmum levels are usually
reached by February.

Section 262, As noted in the 1993 DWR report, ground water level declines in
some County wells are associated with the 1976 77 and 1987-92 drought
pericds. The wel period of the early 1980's brought ground waler levels back
up to pre-drought levels. Further, mosl of the ground water levels also
recovered [rom the 1987-1992 drought during the wet winter and spring of 1992
93 '
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Section 263. The greatest seasonal fluctuation noted in the DWR monitoring
system occurs west of the Sacramento River near Corning, Gerber and
Tehama. In some of these areas, spring and fall water levels differ by as much
as 30 feet. These locations of heightened fluctuation are also situated in areas
where groundwaler pumping predominates.

Section 264. Spring and fall groundwater levels fluctuate more moderately
towards Red Bluif in the north and the Glenn County line in the south, where
seasonal levels rise and fall approximately 10 feet annually.

Section 265. Wells in the Corning area show a general decline in ground water
levels before 1965 due to increased ground water pumping for agricultural use.
The introduction of Central Valley Project surface water via the Tehame -
Colusa Canal and the Corning Canal marked the beginning of a general
upward trend in ground water levels which peaked in the mid 1980's.

pection 266. Wells near the Western Antelope Area in Red Blufl show about a
10-foot rise in overall water level after the construction of the Red Bluff Diversion
Darn in 1966.

Section 267. In several local wells, ground water levels have not changed
throughout the period of record.

Historic Groundwater Pumpage

Section 270. In the earlier parts of this century, Tehama County used little
groundwater. The Sacramento River and its primary tributaries provided the
source for most irrigation water used in the County. Many parts of the County
have reported artesian wells in past years.

Section 271. Groundwaler use was small but significant during the 1950's.
Twenty years later, approximately 1/3 of all irrigation water came from
groundwater and 2/3 came from surface water sources. By 1990, this ratio was
reversed, Further, all water supplies for municipal, domestic and industrial
uses are supporled by exiracted groundwater. While the overall water supply
has remained lairly stable, more users are turning to groundwater because of
its perceived dependability.
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Section 272. The increase in groundwater use can be attributed to the
following:

1. A need exists for a more reliable source of water.

2. Surface supplies, particularly those derived from the Central Valley
Project, have diminished due to increased urban and environmental
uses in other parts of the state.

3. Additional surface water supplies do not appear to be forthcoming in the
near future.

With additional water needed to satisty growing urban and environmenial
concerns, groundwater use can be expected to continue to increase in the
future.

Known Groundwater Quality Problems

Section 280, For the most part, Tehama County groundwater is of excellent
quality. Certain areas of the County have experienced water quality problems,
however.

Section 282. Most notable of these areas is the Antelope vicinity east of Red
Bluff, which has a demonstrated history of high nitrate levels. The wells
producing water containing the highest nitrate concentrations are located in
residential areas or adjacent to domestic sewage disposal systems that serve a
number of people.

Section 284. Higher than normal boron levels have also been detected in wells
located on the east side of the County. Salinily present in wells near Salt
Creek is most likely derived from Tuscan Springs, which is a source of high
boron and sulfates. Underlying Cretaceous marine sediments are exposed in
higher areds of the watershed, which may also coniribute to the boron and
other dissolved solids that have impaired groundwater in this area.

Section 286.  Most Counly groundwater also contains carbonate/bicarbonate
at "nuisance” levels which leaves a white precipitate as it dries.

Section 287. Volatile organic compounds (VOC's) are carbon based
substances thatl evaporate readily ot normal temperatures and pressures. Ina
1994 DWR groundwater qualily investigation, three wells localed north and west
of Corning had waters with VOC ( 1,2-dichloroethane) concentrations which

E : iy e gl '
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exceeded the Maximum Contaminant Levels set by the Environmental
Protection Agency. Most VOC contamination is traceable to leaking
underground fuel storage vessels, landlills, and agricultural practices.

Section 288. During the late 1980's, eighteen percent of domestic wells tested in
Proberta, and twenty percent of domestic wells in Las Flores exhibited bacterial
contamination. The combination of poorly draining surface clays overlying
highly permeable gravels has led to wastewater discharge from onsite
domestic septic drain fields into the shallow aquifer. The recent installation of a
public sewer system in this area will reduce the magnitude of this water quality

problem.

Section 289. Other areas within the County which have generated interest
relative to underlying groundwater quality include the County Sanitation District
in Mineral, the County Sanitary Landfill west of Red Bluff, Los Molinos and
Tehama area domestic wastewater impacts, and Rancho Tehama.

Need for Groundwaler Management Plan

Section 290. Agriculture, a driving force in the local economy, is turming more
to groundwater each year because of dwindling surface waler supplies and the
relalively reliable nature of groundwater for satisfying irrigation demands.

Section 292. Throughout the valley floor areas of Tehama County, private,
municipal and industrial demands are almost exclusively supplied by
groundwaler sources. Further, mandated allocations of surlace water for in-
stream environmental purposes makes the guaranteed delivery of surface
water an increasingly tenuous proposition.

oection 294, There is not an infinite supply of groundwater in Tehama County.
Recent studies imply that the County does not appear to be in a state of
groundwater overdrall®’. However, at this time there is no certainty as to how
close the Counly is to overdrall. Additional study of the basin characteristics is

* “Water Resources in Tehama County”, Preliminary Draft, 1990, Tehama Counly
Flood Control and Weater Conservealion District Citizen's Task Force.

"Cvaluction of Ground Water Hesources: Sacramenta Valley”, Bulletin | 18-6, 1978,
California DWR. Table 7 - "Groundwater Inventory by Township Area”.

"CGroundwerler Levels in the Sacraments Vel v Ground Water Basin, Tehama
County”, State Department of Waler Resources, Northern District, September 1993
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needed to better understand and evaluate the occurrence, movement, origin
and destination of groundwater in Tehama County.

Section 296. The proposed plan, in conjunction with the export ordinance
powers of the Tehama County Board of Supervisors, will provide a mechanism
for the County to evaluate, manage, protect and preserve this valuable local
resource,
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Elemenis of the Groundwafter
Management Plan

Implementation of the Plan

Background and Authority of AB 3030

wection 300. On January 1, 1993, California Assembly Bill 3030 - the
Groundwater Management Act - was codified into California law. California
Water Code sections 10750 e seq. allows local water agencies to adopt local
groundwater management plans .

Section 302, Development of a groundwater management plan under Water
Code sections 10750 et seq. allows local agencies to efficiently manage and
mecdmize groundwater supplies, assure long term water supplies, and
distribute costs, benefits and water sharing in an equitable manner.,

Section 304, The California Department of Water Resources defines a
“groundwater management plan” as “planned use of the groundwater basin
yield, storage space, transmission capability and water in storage”.

Section 306. Water Code section 10750 et seq. defines “groundwater
management program” as “a coordinated and engoing activity undertaken for
the benefit of a groundwater basin pursuant to a groundwater rmanagement
plan as specilied in AB 3030".

Background and Authority of Tehama County Flood
Conirol & Water Conservation District Act

Section 307. In 1957, the Tehamea County Flood Control and Water
Conservalion District Act was signed into law. This act is now included in the

California Waler Code as Appendix Chapler 82,
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Section 308. Table 3-1, below, summarizes the key powers granted to the
District, particularly as they relate to groundwater resources management.

Table 3-1
Groundwater Management Authority Vested in the TCFCWCD Act of 1957
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Section 309. The proposed elements of this Plan are authorized by California
Water Code sections 10750 et. seq. (AB 3030) or California Water Code
Appendix Chapter 82 (Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation

District Act) or both.
Procedure

Section 310. A groundwater management plan developed pursuant to Water
Code section 10750 et seq. must be conducled according to the following

schedule:

Table 3-2
Procedures to Implement
Groundwater Management Plan

INUMBER et iR e

Publish notice of public hearing.

| Conduct a hearing on whether to adopl a groundwater ‘l
management plan

Adopt a resolution of intention to adopt a groundwater
management plan,

Publish notice. "

Prepare a groundwaler management plan within 2 years,
If not, return to Step 1.

{ Hold a second hearing after plan preparation is

| complete.
7 | Consider protests. |
e [.; | If protests for = 50% of assessed value of property in the

| county occurs, the plan shall not be adopted. Wait |
| year, and return to Step 1.

-89 | It protests < 50% of assessed value of property in the Il
county occurs, groundwater management plan may be
| adopted within 35 days after Step 6.
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Section 312. Since a primary purpose of this plan is to gain County-wide
consensus, the District has attempled to maximize community input relative to
this draft document before the Resolution of Intention is issued by the Tehama
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Board of Directors.

Section 313. For the purpose of adopting and implementing a coordinated
groundwater management program, the District will work towards entering into
either a) joint powers agreements with public agencies, or b) a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with public entities or private parties providing water
service. These enlilies and parties are listed in Table 2-5.

Section 314. It is anticipated that the two - year "development period” for the
plan will be devoted primarily to establishing legal agreements between the
District and the various public and private water entities in Tehama County.

Management Involvement Levels

Section 320. Upon adoption of this plan, the Tehama County Flood Control and
Water Conservation District may proceed to implement the activities described
under “"Phase [” of this report.

section 324, The various degrees of District involvement range from "Passive”
(Phase ), 1o "Limited” (Phase II) and lastly, "Active” (Phase III). The District will
attempt to limit management involvement to those levels which are the least
intrusive to local landowners. That is, District management will emphasize
monitoring and basin evaluation over active momagement methods.

Trigger Levels o Define Management Involvement

Section 325, A primary task listed under Phase 1 is the development of a
Technical Advisory Commiitee (TAC). One of the most important activities to
be conducted by this group will be to assist the District in the establishment of
“trigger levels” which will be used to determine the degree of District
involvement in groundwater management activities.

Section 326. Waler levels may flucluale considerably in response to pumping,
recharge and climatic cycles. The District shall develop criteria and actions
which will establish the Groundwater Management Involvement Level for each
Counly sub-basin. The local agencies who will administer the coordinated AB
3030 plan will customize the Groundwater Manaogement Level criteria and
actions developed for their respective subbasin for application within their
respective agency boundaries. These Levels will increase (ie "more aclive”
management role by District or local agency) as sub-basin groundwalter
supplics diminish.
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Section 327. Trigger levels may be defined by assigning an “allowable” annual
water level decline for a specified number of sub-basin wells. Depending on
sub-basin hydrologic and geologic conditions, (to be further refined as aquifer
characteristics are better understood), if a certain number of wells were to
experience a specified decline in well water levels, the next phase of
management level would be activated. The specifications may be further
defined to indicate the time of year that the trigger level criteria will be
reviewed.,

Section 328. Trigger mechanisms will be activated based on a pre-determined
schedule and/or fulfillment of basin storage capacity thresholds.  For
example, if sub-basin conditions indicate a heightened threat of overdrafi, then
an increased level of management would be activated for that sub-basin.

Section 329. As previously noted, the initial plan will be limited to those
activities listed under Phase |, "Passive” management. With additional basin
data in hand, the TAC will assist the District in delining trigger levels {or District
sub-basins. Should basin quantity and /or quality conditions deteriorate in the
tuture, the trigger levels would allow District management involvement to
increase.

Plan Administration

Section 330. The Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District will administer the AB 3030 Coordinated Groundwater Management
Plan county-wide. As {urther discussed in Section 355, successful
implementation of the AB 3030 Groundwater Management Plan must allow
proper interfacing between existing agencies in the County which are
empowered with groundwater-related duties. Cooperation with these agencies
is essential to a coordinated plan.

Section 332. The primary preference of the District will be to include the service
areas of all local water purveyors within the boundaries of the Plan. However,
any local agency, investor-owned utilities or mutual woter companies which
object to the enforcement of the plan within their service areas may be
exempted [rom the plan.

Section 334. Il local agencies within the boundaries of the County are not
willing to provide the District with the authority 1o manage the basin within their
agency boundaries under Water Code section 10753 (b), these agencies shall
be encouraged to adopt their own groundwater management plan and
coordinate with the District under Water Code section 10755.2.

Seclion 336, Administralion of the agroundwalter management plan will be
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accomplished by District staff and will receive oversight from the Tehama
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Board of Directors. The
interim Management Plan Advisory Group (see Appendix C) and a permanent
Technical Advisory Committee (see Section 400) shall act as an advisory body
to District administrative efforts via the Director of Water Resources or his

authorized agent.

Phase I - Passive Management

Section 340. The initial management level to be assumed by the Tehama
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District shall be defined as
Phase [, or “Passive Management”. These operations will consist of non-
intervening activities such as water level and water quality monitoring,
coordination with government agencies, development of data inventory, data
evaluation, development of a technical advisory group, issuance of annual
reports, and promotion of public education and involvement with groundwater
issues.

Section 342. Upon completion of the first year, and each subsequent year of
implemenitation of the plan, the District shall evaluate the results of its efforts
and determine the most effective method to continue with its implementation.
‘The District shall provide at least one public hearing per year before the
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Board of
Directors o receive input from local groundwater users relative to evaluation of
future implementation of the plan. Any amendments to the adopted plan shall
be in the form of a Board - approved resclution that is published and posted in
accordance with standard practices and, it necessary, obtain voter
authorization.

Data Iinvenifory and Evaluation Strategy -
Studies & Investigations

Section 345. To ensure that its actions are laken in accordance with the public
interesl, and to further prevent the use of unnecessary and potentially
burdensome management techniques, the District will collect data, and
conducl or receive necessary and relevant studies for the purpose of protecting
and / or enhancing the quality and quantity of groundwater within the county.

section 346. The District shall collect and conduct technical investigations to
carry out this plan. All data collection and technical investigations authorized
under this plan shall be carried out by the District or under its direct
supETvision.
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A. Determination of Basin Boundaries and Safe Yield: The District shall
prepare a report to be compleled and approved by the District within two
years [rom the adoption of this plan. The determination shall estimate
the safe annual yield of the total basin and the probable boundaries of
the sub-basin hydrologic units. The determination shall be amended
from time o time as the District may deem necessary to incorporate new
or more complete information.

Section 348. The District shall annually prepare a report on the status of the
basin. The report shall include an estimate of annual water supply replenished
and lost to the basin in the preceding reporting year. The report shall include
any other information which the District deems relevant and necessary to the
effective management of groundwater within the plan areq, including change in
water levels and the amount of available water supplies which are held in

storage.

A. Collection and Andalysis of Data/Preparation of an Annual Report on
Hydrologic Conditions:  Data related to the hydrology inventory of the
Basin will be collected and reviewed annually as a component of an
annual report to be approved by the District. Principal factors to be
considered will include surface water imported to the Basin, recharge to
the Basin from infiliration of rainfall and stream flow seepage,
evapotranspiration, discharge from the Basin as surface and subsurface
flow, and the extractions from the Basin by private and public wells.

B. Preference for Utilization of Existing Data Bases. To avoid incurring
unnecessary costs, the District shall determine the status of existing
studies and monitoring programs carried out within the Basin by federal,
slate and local agencies. Where possible, existing dala collection
programs should be incorporated into the report.

C. Expansion of Data Collection Efforts.  Where significant and important
dala are missing or incomplete, the District will make recommendations
on methods to acquire a more complete data base.

Section 349, Data related to the hydrology inventory of the basin will be
collected and reviewed annually as a component of an annual report to be
approved by the District. Principal factors to be considered will include
estimetes of the lollowing:

L. Surface water imported to the County.

4. Hecharge to the Basin from infiltralion of rainfall | stream low infillration,
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and irrigation percolation.
3. Ewvapotranspiration.
4. Discharge from the Basin as surface and / or subsuriace flow.
5. Estimated extractions from the Basin by private and public wells.

Section 350. To avoid incurring unnecessary costs, the District shall determine
the status of existing studies and monitoring programs carried oul within the
Basin by federal, state and local agencies. Where possible, existing data
collection programs should be incorporated into the annual report. In addition
to the technical issues listed in Section 349, the District shall also review the
Plan and Plan administration performance on an annual basis.

wection 351. Where signilicant and important data is missing or incomplete,
the District will make recommendations on methods to acquire a more
complete data base.

Section 352. The District may prepare, or receive reports on groundwater and
supplemental water supplies and conditions within the plan area. The District
may identify information useful to a water replenishment or conjunctive use
project and prepare reports on the utility of these types of projects within the
plan area,

Section 353. The District may prepare or receive reports on groundwater
quality within the County . The District may identify additional plans, programs
or projects for the protection of water quality.

Strategy to Coordinate with Other Governmenial
Agencies and/or Other Regulatory Mechanisms

Section 355. The Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District shall strive at all times to coordinate with other agencies or regulatory
mechanisms with jurisdiction relative to groundwater concerns in Tehama
County.

Section 356. The District will develop communications with the Tehama County

Planning Department, County Environmenta! Health Department and County
Juilding and Salety Department to coordinate land use decisions and water
supply. The District will also strive to develop working relationships with cities
and water districts in Tehama County, other counties, and nearby public water
agencies relative to land use and water supply decisions.
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Section 357. The District will coordinate with the State Water Quality Control
Board, Environmental Protection Agency, County Department of
Environmental Health, and the State Office of Drinking Water to monitor
compliance of groundwater quality with applicable standards.

Section 358. Improperly constructed and abandoned wells can impair yields
and increase the potential for groundwater contamination. The District
supports California Model Well Code standards and the Tehama County well
construction and destruction ordinance and will cooperate with the County
Department of Environmental Health to provide information to County well
owners regarding proper well construction and abandonment procedures.

Section 359. The District shall continue to support Tehama County Code
Section 9.40 (“Aquifer Protection”) and will coordinate with the Tehama County
Counsel, County Planning Director and Environmental Health Direclor toweard
the proper enforcement of this ordinance. In this regard the District will
provide, as requested, information that it has obtained, or has developed
concerning the groundwater basins and subbasins in the County.

Strategy fo Monitor Groundwater Conditions

Section 360. To protect and / or enhance the quality and quantity of water
within the basin, the District shall construct a basin monitoring program. The
monitoring program may consist of the measures identiflied in these sections
and will be implemented by the adoption of rules and regulations,

A. Monitoring Basin Conditions:  The ongoing collection and analysis of
basic hydrologic data are important elements of the Management Plan.
Monitoring is essential to characlerize Basin conditions and to provide the
technical information needed to make decisions regarding the optimal use
and management of the Groundwater Basin. Moniloring of the Basin will
allow the District to: 1) Prepare reliable sources and investigations, 2)
Identify changing conditions, 3) Implement specific progrenms, and 4)
Document the accomplishments of the management program.

B. Use of Existing Monitoring Data:  The District shall coordinete with the
California Stale Department of Water Resources, Northern District Office to
use and supplement their exisling semi-annual well waler level
mecsuremen! program.

C. Monitoring Changes in Waler Levels, The District shall develo 0 one or
more monitoring wells within each basin for the purpose of monitoring
groundwater storage. Monitoring of water levels will allow the Districl 1o
gauge the status of the groundwalter resource in response to the
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environment and water use practices. The number and location of these
wells will be determined by the District.

D. Monitoring Water Quality Conditions. The District shall include one or
more monitoring wells within the basin for the purpose of measuring water
quality conditions within the basin. The number and location of these wells
will be determined by the District.

Section 362. The District shall prepare an annual estimate of the amount of
water extracted [rom each Basin within the plan area and of the total
cumulative groundwater extractions within the basin. This shall be
accomplished by estimating the cumulative total of waler extracted from the
basin on an annual basis by crop duty estimates, the use of a water flow
measuring device, power readings or any other generally accepted
methodology for reliably determining the quantity of waler pumped from the
basin. To the best exient possible, existing data sources (private and/or
agency pumping records, PG&E power readings, DWR Land & Water Use
Reports) shall be used to develop these estimates.

Section 364. Abandoned wells provide the potential for pollutants or
contaminants to enter and/or spread into the groundwater basin. As such, well
abandonment represent a key concern to groundwater management, The
District shall coordinate with the County Department of Environmental Health to
obtain written notice upon completion of well abandonment projects,

Section 366. The District supports the abandonment standards enforced by
the County of Tehama via County Code Chapter 15.56.

Technical Advisory Committee

Section 400. Upon adoption of the Resolution of Intention, an interim Technical
Advisory Group shall be formed to serve as an advisory body to the District until
such time as the plan is adopled by the District Board, but for no longer them o
meximurm of two years. One of the specific goals of this ad hoe group will be to
develop the criteria to establish a permanent TAC and Zone Advisory
Committees, which will be activated upon dissolution of the interim TAG.

Section 401. The District may establish a TAC comprised of licensed
engineers, geologists, hydrogeologists, hydrologists, and other waler
professionals to review dala, studies, reports and informalion which are
collected, received or prepared by the District.

section 402, The technical advisory committee shall operate pursuant to the
rules, regulations and procedures which may hereafter be established by the
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District and it shall have only those powers set forth therein. Eligibility to serve
upon a designated technical committee shall be limited to those persons with
technical expertise in water-related fields; e.g. engineering, hydrology, geology,
waler supply and management.

Section 403. Upon adoption of this plan, the District shall begin the process of
developing the boundaries of Tehama County groundwater basins, subbasins,
and areas. Pursuant to State Water Code - Appendix, Section 82-4, the Districi
shall consider establishing zones for groundwater management for the
described subbasins, or groups of subbasins having common characteristics.
Pursuant to Section 82-6 of the Code, the District shall also consider
establishing a zone advisory committee for each zone.

Section 404, Upon adoption of the Resolution of Intention, an interim Technical
Advisory Group shall be formed to provide an advisory body to the District until
such time that the plan is adopted by the District Board (no more than two
years, maximum). The primary goals of this interim group are further
discussed in Appendix C - "Advisory Group Draft Bylaws". One of the specific
goals of this group will be to develop the eriteria to establish the permanent
Technical Advisory Commitlee and related zone advisory commiltees, which
will be activaled upon dissolution of the interim Technical Advisory Group.

Public Education and Community Relations

pection 410, 1t is essential to involve the public, agricultural, industric] and
business communities early in the development of the Groundwater
Management Plan. Throughout the development of the plan included herein,
public education and community relations have been an integral element to
groundwater management in Tehama County.

oection 412, The District shall continue to provide groundwater educational
services to the public through public presentations, published informeation
items, and references to groundwater data available through ather public
agencies.

Discussion of Phase Il and Phase Il Tasks

wection 500. Water Code section 10753.7 lisls 12 components that may be
included in a groundwaler management plan. The priority management
compenents are included as "Phase 1" tasks and are discussed in the previous
sections. Phase Il activities shall consist of exlension and expansion of Phase |
activities, as well as more involved management activities, as cullined in Table
3-2 |, below.
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Table 3-3. Planned Phase I Groundwater Management Aclivities

Component R R
Number . el niiE e

-{ Identification and management of wellhead
| protection areas and recharge areas.

| The review of land use plans and
coordination with land use planning
agencies to assess activities which create a
| reasonable risk of groundwater

| contarnination.

Mitigation of conditions of overdraft,

- oo 4| Replenishment of groundwater exiracted by
|| S ) woter producers. |

i - | Protection of Beneficial Uses.

sl 6 ] Promotion of waler conservation programs.

Extension of Phase I Activilies

Section 510, Phase Il Management shall continue with the management
activities established during Phase 1. These activities may also be expanded to
provide detailed data collection and evaluation by the District, as well as the
continued development of the management program.

Identification and Management of Wellhead
Protection Areas and Recharge Areas

Section 520. A Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA), as defined by the 1986 Safe
Drinking Water Act Amendments, is "the surface and subsurface area
surrounding a waler well ar wellfield supplying a public water system, through
which contaminants are reasonably likely to move toward and reach such
water well or wellfield.” The WHPA may also be the recharge area that
provides the water to a well or welllield.

bection 521. Wellhead Protection Programs are not regulatory by nature, nor
do they address specific sources. Rather, they are designed o focus on the
management of the resource rather than control a limited st of activities or
contamination sources.
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Section 522. Included in their Phase Il Management duties, the District shaill
develop assessments as required lo assist in the preparation of local Wellhead
Protection Areas.

Coordination with Local Land Use Planning
Agencies fo Assess Potential Groundwater
Contamination Acftivities

Section 5235. In Tehama County, land use decisions are made by city and
county government agencies. The District recognizes that review of land use
plans and coordination with local, sub-regional and regional land use planning
agencies is an inlegral component of a successful groundwater management
plan.

section 526. The District will develop cormmunications with local planning
agencies in Tehama County and nearby counties, requlatory agencies and
private individual landowners to assist in ensuring thal land use decisions are
made based on a sound undersianding of local water supply and quality. The
District shall assist local planners whenever necessary to strengthen land use
decisions which contribute to the protection of groundwater quality in the basin.

Section 527. The District recognizes the existing roles played by city planning
departments, the Tehama County Planning Department, Tehama County
Department of Environmental Health, adjacent counties, Stale Water Resources
Control Board, and the Environmental Protection Agency relalive to protection
of groundwater quality within the plan area. Working with these agencies shall
assure conformity with approved practices and avoid redundant jurisdictional
overlaps.,

Overdraft Mitigation / Water Replenishment

section 535. Where necessary to ameliorate existing or threatened overdrafl
conditions or water quality degradation, the District may undertake o
groundwater replenishment program. The District may carry out the werter
replenishment activities identified herein.

Section H36. In the event the annual statement discussed under “Data
Inventory and Evaluation Strategy - Studies & Investigations” demonstrates
threatened or existing overdraft conditions within the basin, or a threal 1o
groundwater qualily, the technical commiltee, upon direction by the District
shall make a recommendation concerning the feasibility of developing and
operating a replenishment project within the plan area.

Section b37. The District may acquire supplemental waler for the purpose of
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replenishing the basin.

Section 538. Upon a determination that the basin is in an existing or threatened
state of overdratt, the District shall cause an investigation of potential
replenishment projects to be carried out for the benefit of the plan area.

Section 539. If a replenishment project or projects appears viable, the District
shall not levy any assessments or fees related to the operation of a
replenishment project until the assessments or fees have been approved by a
popular vote within the plan area and compliance with the Californic
Environmental Quality Act has been satisfied.

Section 540. Upon receiving authorization of a majority votes of those cast
within the plan area, the District may recover for the costs associated with the
acquisition of supplemental water and operation of the replenishment project.

Section 541. After determining that alternative water supplies and/or a
replenishment program are unavailable or infeasible, the District may adopt
rules and regulations limiting the quantity of water extracted from extraction
lacilities within the basin and establishing priorities for available supplies.

Section 542. In the event the District adopts restrictions on the extraction of
groundwaler, the following beneficial uses shall be deemed to have the highest
priority to available water supplies, as summarized in Table 3-4.

Table 3-4. Priority Beneficial Uses in Tehama County

.'3:.'5'5 Fire, hedlth and sanitation within the plan area.

- B. | Essential household domestic uses and
|| | agrieultural irrigation.

C | Domestic lawn and yard irrigation
D ..:_3.; All other uses overlying the basin.
|| I All other areas within the plan area, |
£ bEssential export uses,
G | All other uses.
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The Plan proponents may consider imposing a hierarchy between
subcategories of each priority designation listed in this table, or other
methodology to impose reductions in an equitable manner.

Section 543. Upon a determination that a significant threat of water quality
degradation exists within any basin within the plan areas, the District will work
with other responsible agencies to conduct an analysis of what remedial
measures are required to reverse or mitigate the degradation. The analysis
shall be completed within one year from the District determination of
degradation.

Section 544. Upon a determination that ground levels are subsiding within the
plan areq, the District will conduct an analysis of the magnitude of the
subsidence problem and potential remedial measures required to mitigate the
land subsidence. The analysis shall be completed within one year of the date
the District determines that subsidence exists within the basin.

The Profection of Beneficial Uses

Section 545. No groundwater shall be transferred from an extraction facility
lying within any subbasin for use on land overlying any other subbasin or he
transferred for use outside the Plan Area unless the operator has applied for,
and obtained, a transfer permit from the District. The transfer permil shall
establish the lerms and conditions applicable to the transfer and it shall state
the quantity of waler which may be transferred. The District shall not issue any
permits for transfer unless the applicant has first established that the subbasin
from which the transfer will originate has a surplus amount of groundwater
available in excess of the amount required for reasonable and beneficial uses
within the relevant subbasin and the District determines that the transfer would
not adversely alfect the rights of the groundwater users within the subbasin or
the public interest.

In establishing subbasin boundaries and implementing permitting
requirements, the District will carefully balance the Plan goal of protecting
subbasin hydrologic integrity against the pragmatic need to achieve practiceal
administration of the Plan.

Section 546, All permits issued pursuant to Section 545 shall declare that they
are subject to the right of the District to reduce or suspend such transfers
pursuant to the rules established by the District [rom time to time and all
permils shall be subject to the continuing jurisdiction and review of the District.
The District shall, after published notice and a hearing which discloses
evidence of overdrall of a subbasin or a substantial threat of overdradt of
subbasin, consider whether the transfer be reduced or suspended.
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Section 547. Any operator seeking to obtain a transfer permit under this
Section shall also be required to demonstrate compliance with any ordinances,
reqgulations or requirements concerning the export of groundwater as
established by the County of Tehama. Nothing herein is intended nor shall it be
construed as limiting or abridging the power of the County to adopt ordinances,
rules or regulations concerning the export of groundwater as the County may in
sole discretion determine. (See Sections 105-107).

Water Conservaftion

Section 550. Urban water users shall be encouraged to comply with the
provisions of the Best Management Practices Memorandum, compiled by the
California Urban Water Conservation Coalition in 199].

A. The District shall coordinate with the Tehama County Planning
Department to provide groundwater conservation information to
prospective developers in the County.

B. The District shall coordinate with the Tehama County Department of
Building and Safety to provide groundwater conservation information to
builders in the County.

. The Districl will encourage the continued evaluation of the use of
recycled water as a potential conservation technique.

Section 552.  The amount of water applied under agricultural operations mory
vary significantly. However, differences in soil conditions and water
requirements (water duty) may signilicantly impact the exient of return flows for
a given operation. Increased efliciency of agricultural uses shall be
encouraged through a program of education and incenlives.

A. The District shall provide educational materials to assist agriculture
operations to become as etflicient as possible.

B. The District shall provide references to public and private programs and
materials designed to improve agricultural efficiency.

(. The District shall continue to coordinate with the Tehama County Farm
Advisor, Natural Resource Conservation Service, DWR Northern District,
Tehama County Farm Bureau and Tehama County Catllemens
Association to expand upon and further develop agricullure water
conservation education programs.
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Summary of Phase I Activities

Section 560. Long-term, management-intensive activities (Phase III - “Active
Management”) are summarized in Table 3-5, below.

Table 3-5. Phase Il Management Components

~Number | .
B | The control of saline water intrusion,
2 Regulation of the migration of
contaminated groundwater.
' : STty . : |
3 Facilitating conjunctive use
operations.
| 4 The construction and operation of |
groundwater contamination cleanup,
recharge, storage, conservertion,
water recycling, and extraction projects. |

Section 561. The components listed in Table 3-5 are tasks which can be
included in a groundwater management plan, as specified in Water Code
section 10753.7. Fach of these items is briefly discussed below. The
groundwater management plan developed by the District shall not be limited to
these components, since other features may be adopled in the future, as
required, by the District Board of Directors.

Saline Water Infrusion Conitrol

Section b70. While saline waler does not currently constitute o problem to
Tehama County groundwaler, there are indications that the patential does exist
tor increased future salinity in some areas.  The District shall consider the
control of saline water intrusion a Phase [l management aclivity, with
anticipated conlrols generally described at this time in Table 3-6, below
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Table 3-6. Saline Water Intrusion:
Sources and Anticipated Controls

Saline Water Source

Extraction Reduction, Artificial
Recharge

Coordination with land use planning
agencies, public education.

Enforcement of well construction and
abandonment standards.

Migration of Saline

Regulation of Contaminated Groundwaier
Migration

Section 575. Effective control and cleanup of contaminated ground water
requires the following:

A. Coordination between regulatory agencies.
B. Source conlrol.

C. Understanding of the local hydrogealogy.
D. Delineation of the contamination.

The District shall support the regulatory authority and experlise practiced by
the Tehama County Department of Environmental Health, State Regional Water
Board, State Department of Toxic Substences, and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency relative to these four issues in Tehama County.

Section 577. The District may confer with the County, the California Regional
Water Quality Control Board and retail water purveyors within the Plan area to
determine whether coordination of their individual or cumulative extraction
and/or discharge aclivities may have a beneficial impact on the quality of water
within the groundwaler basin,

section 578. All operatars within the plan area shall exercise good faith 1o
avoid the possibility of contaminating groundwaler within the plan arec.
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Facilitating Conjunctive Use Operations

Section 580. Conjunctive use is the coordinated operation of groundwater and
surface water supplies to add reliability to existing supplies and to maximize
the number of beneficial uses within the Plan Area. The District shall evaluate
the potential for facilitating conjunctive use operations within the Plan Area, as
the District may deem necessary.

Section 582. The District may develop conjunctive use evaluations to maximize
the beneficial use of water within the Plan Area, including, but not limited to the
following:

A. Idenlily potential surplus surface water sources in years of high
precipilation.

B. Identify potential conveyance facilities

C. Identify polential recharge areas.

D). Determine useable storage capacity in aquifers.

E. Identily and/or develop groundwater extraction facilities.

F. ldentily and/or develop distribution facilities for surface water and
ground water.

Section 584. The need for investigation, construction and operation of these
tacilities shall be determined by the District in the future, according to the
needs of the County.

Construction and Operaftion of Groundwater
Management Facilities

Section 588. The District may plan and construct certain project facilities to
assure thal water quality is protected and that the quantity of groundwater in
storage is managed to meet long-term demands. Future studies and wel]
monitoring evaluation may reveal the need for investigation, construction and
operation of the lollowing types of facilities:

A. Groundwater Recharge Facilities

1. Stream beds

2. Spreading grounds

3. Percolation basins

4. Injection wells

2. ourface water delivery systems

Groundwater Uxtraction Projects

1. Shilting of groundwater extractions fram one parl of the basin 1o
another.

13,
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2. Use of surface water instead of groundwater during surpluses, in
exchange for increase extraction of groundwater during dry periods.
C. Groundwater Contamination Cleanup Projects

Exemplions

Section 990, Operators who extract less than 1.5 acre teet per year from their
wells are exempt from all provisions of this plan. Single family residences
served by a single well are statutorily exempted per Water Code Section
107554,

Implementing Rules and Regulations

wection 592. The Tehama Counly Flood Control and Water Conservation
District shall review the plan and plan administration performance on an
annual basis, as discussed in Section 350. Consequently, the District will have
to adopt rules and regulations from time to time, to implement provisions of this
plan and applicable {uture meodifications. These rules shall be adopted by the
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Board of
Directors through ordinance or reselution.

Part 2.75 (commencing with Section
10750) of Division 6 of the Water Code
is attached hereto as Appendix E.
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Appendix A : Definition of Terms

Section AOl. Unless expressly otherwise provided in the ordinances,
resolutions, rules, regulations and agreements implementing the provisions of
this plan, the terms defined in this plan shall control the interpretation of this
plan.

Seclion ADZ. "District” means the Tehama County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District.

section A03. "Aguifer” means a geoclogic formation or structure that transmits
or stores water in sulficient quantities lo supply the extraction of water by wells
or springs.

Section Al4. "Available supply” means that quantity of water which can safely
be withdrawn in any given year from the groundwater basin without resulting
in, or aggravating, conditions of overdralt, such as subsidence or water qualily
degradation. Awvailable supply of the basin includes the naturally occurring
supplies which are derived {from precipitation, subsurface inflow and stream
recharge. Available supply also includes that amount of water which would not
have been available lo the basin through natural recharging events such as
imported water and any other water supply, which by virtue of the efforts of one
or ore individuals, serves to replenish the basin. Available supply may include
water added lo the basin through conjunctive use, water reclamation,
desalinalion as well the return flows trom these sources.

bection A0S, “"Basins” means the two basins as shown in Figure 8 of this report
and as originally established in DWR Bulletin 118-80.

Dection AdG. * Board” means the Board of Directors of the Tehama County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District. The Board of Supervisors of the
County of Tehama act as the ex-officio Board of Directors of the Tehama County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District.

Section AD7. "Cathodic Protection” means the technique to prevent the
corrosion of a metal surface by making that surface the cathode of an
electrochemical cell.

Section ADE. "Conjunctive Use” means the coordinated operation of
groundwaler and suriace water supplies lo add reliability to existing supplies

and to maximize the number of beneficial uses thal may be safely supplied with
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waler in the Plan Area.

Seclion A09. “Export” means the extraction of groundwater from land averlying
a basin within Tehama County for use outside of Tehama County.

Section Al0. “"Extraction” means the act of oblaining groundwarter by pumping
or by some other controlled means.

section Al l. "Extraction {acility” means any device or method for the extraction
of groundwater within the basin.

Section AlZ. “Groundwaler” means percolating groundwater lying beneath the
surface, in which the soil is saturated with water. Groundwater shall not
include water which flows within known and defined channels and which forms
the subsurface llow of a river, stream or creek.

section Al3. “Groundwater basin® means a geologically and hydrologically
defined areq, consisting of one or more aquifers and which slores and
transmits significant quantities of water.

wection Al4. “"Groundwaler management aclivities” means Programs,
measures, or action taken to preserve, monitor, protect, and enhance
groundwater resources within the territory of the District.

Section AlS. “Operator” means a person who operates a groundwater
extraction facility. If the District is unable to determine who operates a
particular facility, then "operator” shall mean the person to who the extraction
[acility is assessed by county assessor or, if not separately assessed, the
person whom owns the land upon which the facility is located.

Section Al6. “Overdraft” means the condition of the basin where the average
annual amount of water extracted exceeds the annual supply of water to the
basin,

section Al7. "Person” includes any state, or local agency, privale corporatior,
firm, partnership, individual, group of individuals, or to the extent authorized by
laow, any federal agency.

Seclion Al8. “Program” means a groundwater management prograrm
prepared by the District pursuant to this ordinancefresolution under the
provisions of Water Code Section 10750 et seq.

Section Al9. “Recharge” means the natural or artificial replenishment of
groundwater slorage by subsurface infiltration, percolation, or injection of one
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Or more sources o water,

Section A20. “Replenishment” means spreading or injection of water for the
purpose of enhancing the recharge to the basin, or otherwise adding to the
storage of groundwaler within the basin.

Section AZ1. “Supplemental water” means surface water or groundwater
imported from outside the watershed or watersheds of the basin and other
waler supplies that are conserved and added to the natural sources of
recharge to the basin, which would have been otherwise lost or would nol have
reached the basin.

Section A22. “Transfer” shall mean the extraction of groundwater from an
extraction facility localed on real property lying within one subbasin for use on
land overlying another subbasin or outside the Plan Area.

Section A23. “Well interference” means o substantial static water level decline

in a short period of time in a localized area, which is caused by pumping of
groundwaler from extraction lacilities.
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Appendix B : Selecfed Reference List
(Continued)
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Appendix C: Tehama County Groundwafter
Management Plan Advisory Group Draff
Bylaws

General Provisions

Section C10.  The Tehama County Groundwater Management Plan Advisory
Group ("Group”) shall be an interim groundwater management plan advisory
body to the Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
Board of Directors ("Board”), via the Director of Water Resources or his
cuthorized agent. The purpose of the Group is to enable Tehama County
citizens to have a meaningtul say in how the {inal AB 3030 groundwater
management plan document is developed.

section C20.  The Group will act in an advisory capacity between the time
that the Resolution of Intention is adopled by the Board and the time thal the
District AB 3030 Plan is adopted by the Board (a time pariod not to exceed 2
years). It shall not take the lead in developing such a plan, Any aclion or
information 1o be presented to the District Board of Directors by the Group shall
be accomplished through the Director of Water Resources or his designated

gl

section C30.  The Group will cperate on principles of collaboration.  Group
members are sought whe are committed to working together with other
interests for the long term benelit of Tehama County groundwater resources
and the people wheo rely on these resources.

section C35, opecilic goals of the group shall include, bul nat be limited to

the tollowing:

I, Develop criteria for the review of the Board 1o establish permanent
“Zone fAdvisory Committees” for each sub-basin identified in the plan.

Develop eriteria to establish the AB 3030 Technical Advisory Committes,
which wiil congist of members from cach zone advisory committee, plus
one "al large” member appointed by the District Board of Directors.

B3

4. Further refline the data requirements and presentation [ormert required
for the annual reports discussed in Sedlion 350 of the plarn.
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Membership

Section C40.  Membership of the Group will initially consist of (11) members
approved by the District Board of Directors. Representation will be based on
the general interest categories listed below, with ten members from the
following calegories, plus an eleventh member representing “at-large”
interests,

Agriculture

Section C41.  Five water users from the agricultural sector, including
agriculture-related water districts which are participants of the plon (ie. not
exempt); al least three representing a private pumper or diverter.,

Domestic, Industrial and Municipal

Section C42.  One person representing Red Blufl. One person representing,
collectively, (Gerber, Los Molinos, Rancho Tehama, Tehamea, and the smaller
domeslic water suppliers (C5D's, Rio Alto, ete).  One person representing
Corning.

Environment and Recreation

Section C43.  This position would represent the environment and waler-
based recrealion industry in Tehama County, Emphasis would be on fishing,
fisheries, and water-related wildlife habitat. May be an employee of
environmeantal agency.

Forestry

bection C45.  One member representing timber interests should be
considered, since many upstream drainage areas which contribute to
groundwaler recharge are controlled by the timber industry or governed by the
Forest Service.

At Large

section C46, This pasition would be selected by the Board of Direclors.
The position should represent the county as a whole.

Mominatlion Criterin

Section CH. The Flood Control and Water Conservation District will call for
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nominations to the Group at a Regular Flood Contrel Board meeting.
Nomination {orms will be made available through the District Office in Gerber.
Individuals can nominate themselves. Nomination forms shall provide sufficient
information relative to:

Application Process

Address and phone number

Education and career highlights

Training or experience

Knowledge of groundwater issues

Demonstrated commitment to cooperative solution development
Area of interest to be represented

Section C60.  The nominations will be reviewed and selected by the District
Board of Directors.

Section C70.  Group members should have background, experience or
general knowledge in the area of water, domestic waler use or irrigation,
especially relative to local groundwater issues. Members should be residents
of Tehama Counly, and / or be employed in Tehama County, and have an
economic inleres! in the preservation, proteclion and enhemeement of the
groundwater rezources of Tehama County.

Vacancios
Seclion C80. Vacancies shall be filled pursuant to the Mattie Act.

Addilional Membiers

Seclion C90.  Additional members may be added to the Group through the
procedure listed under "Nomination Crileria”, above. Membership of the
Group shall not exceed fifleen voting members, and the total number of active
members shall be an odd-numbered total (eg 11, 13, 15).  Additional memboers
shall have credentials similar to those required of the "At-Large” member.

Meeltings and Quorum
seclion 100, The Group shall meet at least quarterly or more frequently as

doecided by the majority of the Group.  The Direclar ol Water Resources has the
autherity to call addibonal meetings as necdod.

maction C1 1, The maory of the telal Group membors shall constitule o LQUOTUI,
Soition C120. The Chaitperson of the Group shall contact a moember who has
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exceeded Z consecutive unexcused absences lrom regular Group meetings. lf no
response is received from the member within 30 days or if the member states that
hefshe does nol wish 1o remain a member, the Booard of Directors shall be notified 1o
appoint a replacement. [f the member states that he/she wishes to remain with the
(Group, he/she shall be considered a member in good standing.

Section C125.  Any member who misses more than three meetings in an 18
maonth period due to unexcused absences shall be contacted by the
Chairperson of the Group. If no response is received [rom the member within
30 days or if the member slates that he/she does not wish lo remain a member,
the Board of Directors shall be notified to appoint a replacement. If the
member states that he/she wishes to remain with the Group, he/she shall be
considered a member in good standing.

Election of Chairpersoin

Section €130, The Chairperson shall be elected sach yeor af the last quartenly
meeting of the Group and shall assume the duties of such office af the first quarterly
mzeling of the new year,

Section CL40. Mo member shall hold the office ol Chairpersen for more tham two
consecutive terms unless extended by written hallot of the (Group.

Section C1H), The Chairperson may be removed lrom ollice and relioved of dulics

by o1 rncjorily ol the membership.

Duties of Chairperson

Saction CLG The Charperson shall preside at all meatings of the Group and
perform dulies consistent with the procedures outlined herein, The Chairperson shall
make an annual report 1o the Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors in December of cach year or more olten as recommended by
the Direclor ol Waler Resources.

Section C170. [n the absence of the Chairperson, the members shall, by order duly
cntered in their records, elect one of the number 10 act as Chairperson pro lem.

section CLE. The presiding oflicer shall maintain crder and decorum and doecide
questions of procedure laccording to Hoberl's Bules of Order) subject ta the right of the
Group to appeal. Hefshe shall call the meeting to arder promptly at the appointed hour
cnd concuct he meeting as preseribed by these procedures and the laws ol the State

af Colilornio,

Secrefarial Assistance
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Section C190.  The functions of this ollice will be performed by an assigned Tehama
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District employee, designated by the
Direclor of Waler Resources. This employee is not a voting member of the Group. In
the event District resources preclude this, the oflice of Secretary shall be established
with the following duties:

Section C200.  The Secretary lo the Group will attend all meetings of the Group, and
also committee meetings when requested.

Section C210.  The Secretary shall maintain a record of all sessions and Group
allendance.

Section C220.  The agenda for regular meetings shall be prepared by the
Chairperson and distributed by the Secretary to each Group member in conlormance
with Brown fict requirements. Copies of the agenda shall be made available at each
meeting for the public. The agenda shall allow time for addilional public comment.

Execulive Sessions

Section C230. The GGroup may conduct executive sessions during any regular,
adjourned reqular, or special meeting to consider those matters allowed by loaw to he
heard in this monner. Executive Sessions will be conducted in accordonece with the
Brown Act.

Commitiees
Seclion €240, The Group may create standing commillecs,  Stalf shall serve in on

advisory capacity only to any committee, The Chairperson shall appoint Committee
members wilh the concurrence of the individual appointed.

Miscellaneous Provisions
Section C250.  All meetings of the Group and all meclings of the committees
appointed by the Board shall be apen to the public, excepling executive sessions as

provided by lone

Section C2GH, All actions and decisions shall be by o majorily vote of the membors

present. In the event ol a tie vole, "Tie Votes and Cases in Which Chair's Vote Affects
the Hesull™ (Hoboert's Rules of Order) shall dictate.

INFORNMATION SOURCES

nection (270 The fr'.ll]r';'ﬁa'lm_j documoenls were relerenced and j:;:;.:.l-r_-_..;-_.l-.;-ﬂ.;:_..;-g irtey e
propiscd I_‘.-l-'_‘ttl to I.'.]*.'-."\.-'{.-']UFJ o permeancnl f_ur_i'-ri:;s._'n"}f grosrpy sitrsclure:

. CInteroblice memorandum”, Hateh & Parent, Feb, 17, 1895

= Tobwarae: Coaney AN AVELCrrocpdwester Managameanl on



£l

6.

B

"BLM Seeks Resource Advisory Council Members” BILM News Release,
May 19, 1995,

“Mental Health, Drug and Alcohol Board Bylaws”, Tehama County
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“Local Mental Health Board Restructuring” State Department of Mental
Health Information Notice No. 92-38, December 17, 1992
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APPENDIX D

SUPPLEMENT TO TEHAMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT COORDINATED AB 3030 GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT PLAN

LEGAL DISCUSSION
ISSUE FOCUS

A number of comments on the Preliminary Draft AB 3030 plan raised legal issues
concerning California water law. Appendix D to the Preliminary Draft, cntitled “Summeniy of
Groundwater Law" - excerpt from "Report of the Groundwater Committee”, provides an
excellent summary and overview ol the subject. However, the District acknowledges that the
laws governing water nghts in general, and groundwater management in particular, arc
conunonly viewed as arcanc and complex. Given the extent of the many verbal and written
comments rasing legal 1ssues, a more detailed discussion of some of the legal issues raised hy
the Plan 15 warranted.

This discussion 15 offered to address the concerns raised by the comments and Lo
elucidate the legal rationale and under-pinnings of the District Preliminary Drafi. The District
acknowledges that this Appendix is by [ar from the "final word” on any of the items addressed
herem. ‘The more humble intention is to supplement the text and f{acilitate understanding of Plan
goals and implementation issues for those interested in the legal framework applicable to water
rights and regulation of groundwater as it applies to the District's AB 3030 Plan.

I. INTRODUCTION
A, BASIC GROUNDWATER HYDROLOGY

Legally and technically, all water beneath the surface of the earth is subsurface water or
groundwater.” However, in the California water rights context, groundwater has a very specilic
meamng and unportance. For the purpose of determining rights of use, eroundwater in
Califormia is generally grouped into two classifications: it is cither "subsurlace {low" through
known and definite channels or "percolating groundwater.”
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Subsurface flow is characterized as water that is moving through permeable matenial,
typically alluvium (sand, gravel, silt and clay), which underlies or comprises the bed of a stream
and is essential to the existence of the stream. Although technically groundwaler as 1t found
beneath ground surface, subsurface flow is subject to the State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCRB) permitting and regulatory processes.

Basically, all water beneath the earth which is not subsurface flow (or groundwater
tflowing within a known and defined channel) 1s pereolating groundwater. Contrary to images of
huge underground lakes, generally percolating groundwater is the water that accumulates in tiny
spaces between alluvial material, or in the crevices in fractured hard rock. These water-bearing
geologic formations are known as aquifers. A groundwater basin, as a hydro-geologic unit, may
contain one large or several connected and interrelated aquifers. However, unlike subsurface
flow, the appropriation, extraction or use of percolating groundwater is, absent special
circumstances, not subject to SWRCH junsdiction. Accordingly, the SWRCR does not require a
permiit to use pereolating groundwater.

Indeed, as most people in Tehama County are aware, in contrast to the state-controlled
licensing process applicable to surface water (and subsurface flow), there is no comprehensive
statewide repulatory [ramework applicable to groundwater, Instead, local communities must
manage their local groundwater resources through some combination of local ordinances and AB
3030 plans, or by lobbying the state legislature to creale a speeific local ageney with the power 10
adopt and enforee a groundwater management plan.

B. WATER RIGHTS INVOLVE THE RIGHT TO USE THE RESOURCL,
NOT ABSOLUTE OWNERSIHIP OF THE WATER ITSELE

Water rights are property nghts. However, this does nol mean that landowners “own”
unconditionally the water under their property, and therefore arc able to do whatever they want
with it withoul government intervention. To the contrary, California long ago rejected what 15
called the English commaon law or absolute ownershup rule, where landowners own everything
beneath their land and are entitled to whatever groundwater can be pumped.

In California, all water 15 the property of the people of this state. (Water Code §§ 100-
104.) State law provides that property rights i water, including groundwater, arc "usulructuary”
only, meaning the right is not one of absolute ownership but merely the opportunity or right to
use water within certain prescribed limits. (Locke v. Yorba Trr. Co. (1950) 35 Cal.2d 205, 211;
See Water Caode § 102; People v. Stuirokow (1980) 26 Cal 3d 301, 308-3049)

The most important limitation on the right to use water is the reasonable use mandate
provided in article X, section 2 of the Califormia Constitution. (National Andubon Society v,
Superior Court (1983) 33 Cal 3d 419, 441-443; Joslin v. Marin Municipal Water Districe (1967)
67 Cal.Zd 132)) This constitutional provision requires that use of water must be reasonable and
beneficial. Examples of beneficial uses are agnicultural rmigation, domestic or municipal use

HAAT1 7400 1A R0 | 580




(See Water Code §§ 106, 106.5; Cal.Code Regs., tit., 23 § 661 et scq.) Generally, the reasonable
usc criteria ensures that water is used efficiently and not wasted. For example, using substantial
quantitics of a stream to flood a field to drown gophers is very likely to be found "unreasonablc".
Conversely, using 2.5 acre feet per acre per year to irrigate citrus crops is much more likely to
satisly both the reasonable and beneficial requirements,

G CORRELATIVE RIGHTS DOCTRINE

In rejecting the absolute ownership rule, in 1903 the California Supreme Court adopted
mstead what some have argued as a more community-oriented approach to groundwater rights.
This common ownership approach has been refined through case law as the doctrine of
“correlative rights". Under the doctrine of correlative rights, all landowners overlying a common
groundwater supply have a co-equal right to an equitable proportion of the water supply based on
several factors.

California, however, 1s not a pure correlative rights state. A person not owning land
overlying groundwater may still acquire the right to use water as an appropriator. Accordingly,
California applies what is called a dual system of water rights, creating two types or classes of
groundwater users' tights: — overlying rights and appropriative rights.

. OVERLYING RIGHTS

Overlying rights are analogous to riparian rights to surface water. Owners of land
overlying a groundwater basin (overlying owners) can cxtract as much groundwater as necessary
to meet the reasonable and beneficial needs for use on that land. Overlying rights are considered
correlative with all other similarly situated property owners who overlie the common
groundwaler supply. A correlative overlying right simply means that all overlying owners have
equal rights to pump groundwater from the basin for use on their respective overlying propertics.

E. APPROPRIATIVE RIGHTS

When overlying owners do not fully utilize the available safe vield of the basin, a surplus
exists which is available for non-overlying users or uses. ‘I'hese rights are called appropriative
rights. Appropriative rights, for example, allow extraction of groundwater for use on non-
overlying lands and for service to the public at large in communities that may or may not overlic
the basin.

As between appropriators, priority is determined on the basis of first in time, hirst i right.
In other words, the first appropriator to put the water to beneficial use enjoys a priority right to
that amount of water as against later appropriators, Consequently, a single appropriator can
clfectively exclude all other appropriators from a groundwater basin 1 the first approprialor
utilizes all the available surplus in the basin.

04
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As a matter of public policy, and consistent with California's treatment of riparian rights,
the corporate boundaries of a political entity or retail water supplier do not vest the entity with
overlying water rights. (See e.g. £2den Township Water Dist. v. City of Hayward (1933) 218 Cal.
634; City of San Bernardino v. City of Riverside (1921) 186 Cal. 7, Orange County Water
District v. City of Colton (1964) 226 Cal.App.2d 642.) Accordingly, the public or private water
purveyors who extract water from a basin and provide it to customers overlying the same basin
are considered appropriative users in the vast majority of cases.

Generally, in imes of shortage appropriators must give way to the rights of overlying
users. However, in some circumstances ansing from overdraft and the acerual of prescriptive
water rights, retail water suppliers may obtain some priority over other competing uses including
those exercised by property owners overlying the basin. (City of Los Angeles v. City of San
Fernando (1975) 14 Cal.3d 199.)

E. OVERDRATIT

All groundwater nghts, whether overlying or appropriative, are limited by the
scientific/legal concept known as "safe yield." Salc annual yield is generally characterized as the
amount of water that can be withdrawn from a groundwater basin on an annual basis without
causing an undesirable result. This quantity of water is equivalent to the annual replenishment
the groundwater basin receives from all hydrologic sources.

Sale yield 1s reached when the amount of water being pumped cquals the replenishment
coming into the basin by rainfall, return waters, runofT and underflow. The legal definition of
safe yicld 15 a mirror of the hydrologic one. The hydrologic definition has actually been
incorporated into the cases. (See City of Los Angeles v. City of San Fernando 9 1975} 14 Cal 3d
199; City of Pusadena v. City of Alhambra (1949) 33 Cal 2d 908.) Other than for the caveat
created by a "temporary surplus', overdraft of the groundwater basin beging when extractions
exceed the safe vield.

Overdraliing a groundwater basin can cause both temporary and permanent probleims.
Land subsidence, the lowering or settling of the land surface, can occur when aquifer materials
are dewatered. In some cases, the subsidence can be permanent. causing a permanent reduction
in the capacity ol the basin. Some coastal basins may be prone to scawater intrusion if the leve!
of groundwater drops too low. In other critically overdrafted basins the reduced capacity simply
causes an increased concentration of natural minerals, tesulting in compromised water quality.
Finally, lowering water levels lead to increased pump costs and eventually to dry wells.

' See Cuy of Lox Anoeles v Ciry of San Fernando ( 1975) 14 Cal.3d 199,

(5
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E. PRESCRIPFTIVE RIGHTS

Once the sate yield is excceded and a basin is in a condition of overdraft, a third type of
water right may be established, known as a "prescriptive nght". Acquiring a prescriptive water
right is similar to gaining a real property interest by adverse possession with the right being
established afier five years of continuous extraction by an appropriator that has been actual,
open, notonious, adverse, and exclusive, (City of Los Angeles v. City of San Fernando (1975) 14
Cal.3d 199, Hi-Desert County Water District v. Blue Skies Country Club, Inc. (1994) 23
Cal.App.4ath 1723))

Each of these requirements has a specific legal meaning; a preseriptive waler right cannot
be established unless each condition is met for the required prescriptive period. The preseriptive
period begins when there is sufficient notice of the overdrafl conditions to the affected water
users. (Ciry of Los Angeles v. City of San Fernando (1975) 14 Cal.3d 199.) Thus, it takes at least
five years of overdraft conditions before a prescriptive right is established, A break in the five
vear contunuily will preclude the accrual of a prescriptive claim. However, once a prescriplive
nght is perfected, it can take priority over overlying and appropriative riglits to the extent of the
presenption. (Hi-Desert County Water District v, Blue Skies Counery Club, inc. (1994) 23
Cal. App.4th 1723))

F. GROUNDWATER BASIN ADJUDICATION — DOCTRINE OF MUTUAL
PRESCRITPTION

Until there 1s an overdrali condition in a groundwater basin, there 1s generally little reason
to scek cowrt intervention to quantify rights to the basin for the simple reason there is enough
water for all. However, once a basin is subject to overdrali conditions, basin users olien resort Lo
litigation o establish linutations on the quantity of groundwater use and to establish operating
limitations for the respective basin. The most common method is known as a court administered
"eroundwater basin adjudication”.

In 1949, the California Supreme Court established the "mutual preseniption” doctrine as a
method o allocate groundwater among competing claimants. Under this doctrine, both overlying
and appropnative rights merge into preseriptive rights, In effcet, once a basin goes into
overdraft, each well owner begins to establish a preseriptive right as against all other users -
they mutually presceipt agatast ane znather. Histarical use for each well owner through the (ive
years preceding the filing of the basin adjudication is used to caleulate a base prescriptive entitle
ment. The court then delermines the basin's sale yield and applics a proportionate reduction to
each well owner's lnswoneal presenptive entitlement. Thus, under the mutual prescription
doctime each user is forced to share pro-tanto in the "misery index” associated with a forced
reduction on pumping.
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In practice, the allocation formula was used as a method Lo equitably distribute the cost of
acquiring supplemental water to mitigate any adverse of impacts from overdraft. Those parties
with higher priority groundwater rights were usually required to pay for a lesser amount of
replenishment water.

Unfortunately, this doctrine encouraged a "race to the pumphouse” in those basins close
to or in the midst of overdraft because pumpers received a greater allocation if they pumped more
during the five-year historical period, irrespective of when they first began their usc.
Accordingly, under "mutual prescription”, every pumper was encouraged to pump more
groundwater although other competing users may have relied upon the same supply for decades..

In 1975, the California Supreme Court re-evaluated the doctrine of "mutual prescription”
and severely limited its application in City of Los Angeles v. City of San Fernando. The court
retumed to the concept of priority of appropriation by insulating public entity and private utility
water purveyors {tom presenption under Civil Code §1007. (City of Los Angeles v. City af San
Fernando (1975) 14 Cal.3d 199.) Under San Fernando, public and private utility water
purveyors retained their prionty right against subsequent appropriators on the basis of first in
time, first in night. Meanwhile, the private overlying landowners retained their overlying rights
to the extent nol diminished by preseription. (City of Los Angeles v. City of San Fernando (1975)
14 Cal.3d 199; Hi-Desert County Water District v. Blue Slkies Country Club Ine. (1994) 23
Cal.App.4th 1723)

G. PHYSICAL SOLUTION AND COURT ADJUDICATION

In addition, to abandoning the "mutual prescription” rule of allocation, the Court in San
Fernando also touted the role of "physical solutions” 1n resolving groundwater conflicts. In
praclice, courts are urged to find equitable resolutions to conflicts between competing
groundwater users. To be sure, the process of adjudication still includes quantification of each
well owner's historical use and the protection of prionty groundwater rights, However, the tral
court judge encouraged to use concepts of equily in fashioning an allocation among competing
users which maximizes the reasonable and beneficial use of water. (City of Los Angeles v. City of
San Fernando 91975) 14 Cal.3d 199; Wright v. Goleta Water District (1985) 174 Cal. App.3d 74;
Hi-Desert County Warter District v, Blue-Skies Country Club, Inc. (1994) 23 Cal. App.4th 1723))

While the finality and comprehensive result are the primary benefits of an adjudication,
the process 1s subject to frequent enticism becauseadjudications are often costly, adversanal and
time conswning. Consequently, it 1s viewed as the remedy of last resort.

Absent an adjudication, overlying landowners do not have a specific or quantificd water
right to groundwater, Their relative need and correlative nghts to groundwater are predicated
and balanced upon the facts and circumstances ol each case. Because the nghts are not subject to
forfeiture by nonuse or granted a priority by historic use, the overlying right is subject to some
desree ol uncertainty. Moreover, to the extent an appropriator is only entitled 1o surplus in
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excess of the cumulative requirements of all overlying owners, their nghts are even less certain.
(Tulare frrigation Dist. v. Lindsay-Strathmore Irr. Dist. (1935) 3 Cal.2d 489; Hright v. Goleta
Water District (1985) 174 Cal.App.3d 74.)

H. NON ADJUDICATION GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT IN
CALIFORNIA

In many areas of California, groundwater problems have reached a crisis proportion.
Groundwater contamination, salt-water intrusion and overdrafling are common occurrences.
Despite the importance and value of groundwater as resource and in the face of many of these
problems, California has not implemented a comprehensive state-wide program to repulate or
manage ils groundwater resource. Consequently, the responsibility for regulating groundwater
use has fallen to the courts. Given the dissatisfaction with court adjudications as a method to
retroactively allocate water among users, an effort has been mounted to address groundwater
through local management programs.

The management options include AB 3030 groundwater management plans, local
ordinances, or special act agencies such as the Honey Lake Valley Groundwater Basin
Management District, the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency or the Fox Canyon
Groundwater Management Agency. These management schemes do not displace the histonie
groundwater rights enjoyed by the water users in the groundwater basin. While the activities
undertaken pursuant to the management plan may modify or control groundwater use, they
generally operate as resource management overlay Lo the existing water nights framework.

Because no two groundwater basins are identical, local basin management programs
necessanly differ in purpose and scope. ‘T'ypically, local groundwater management strategies
mnclude monitoring groundwater levels and well extractions, cooperative arranpements among
plunpers to minimize or climinate problem conditions, and, where applicable, conjunctive use of
groundwater and surface water supplies.

£~ AB 3030

The Groundwater Management Act of 1992, commaonly referred to as "AB 3030," is a
relatively recent program giving local public agencics a legal [ramework o develop groundwater
management programs in their communities. Al 3030 plans are voluntary and the details of
cach plan are lefi to the local agencics and communities. When AB 3030 was first adopted if was
hailed as a major step towards effective groundwater management. In some areas it has been a
perfect tool to build consensus which will lead towards successful basin management. In other
arcas, the lack of consensus has made implementation much more difficult. Ultimately, a
successful AB 3030 plan, as any other groundwater management program will tum on a technical
understanding of the groundwater resource and may include a wide variety of management tools,
including extensive basin monitoring and data collection efforts, pump charges and restrictions
on extraction when absolutely necessary

O
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i Basin Adjudication

In connection with the court administered adjudication process noted above, a
watermaster 1s oftentimes appointed as the administrator of the management program. Also the
court will retain jurisdiction over the judgment so that the parties have immediate access to the
court to resolve any future disputes related to their adjudicated rights. The judgment may
establish pumping limits and charges, a monitoring program, as well as a variety of other use
limitations depending upon the details of the physical solution developed.

L Special Act Avencies

Special act groundwater management agencies, such as the Honey Lake Valley
Groundwater District, are formed by action of the legislature. Generally, these agencies are
governed by a board of dircetors that may be appointed or elected. These agencics are
empowered Lo conduct studies and perform groundwater management by regulation. Each
agency's authority and limitations are customized for the particular technical and political context
in which they operate. There are close to a dozen special act groundwater management agencies
that have been established in Cahfornia.

4. L.ocal Ordinance

As Tehama County residents are well aware, some cities and counties have used local
ordinances and regulations to regulate groundwater use within their jurisdictions. The Baldwin v.
County of Tehama, decision confirmed the right of cities and counties to adopt local regulations
concerning groundwater. Moreover, the Baldwin decision further confirmed that the County is
the gencral police power to regulate groundwater and water transfers has not been the subject of
"occupational” preemption, and they are free to adopt local ordinances that do not conflict with
state legislative mandates.

The County has a more generalized power to regulate the use of groundwater within their
jurisdiction than that offered to special act agencies or through AB 3030, Thercfore, Tehama
County's power and authority to regulate the export and use of groundwater is a core
acknowledgment of the District's proposed AB 3030 plan. The District AB 3030 Plan is
designed to compliment the County's actions pursuant (o its police power.

I, GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT UNDER AR 3030
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Alfier carcfully weighing the various alternatives to groundwater management, the District
has opted to acknowledge and promote the use of local ordinance(s) enacted at a city and county
level concerning groundwater use and to actively engage the AB 3030 process to build a broad
consensus for the management of groundwater resources in Tehama County. As noted in section
105 of the Plan, it is not the intent of the District that in adoption of its AB 3030 Plan that the
District in any way compromises the regulatory authority of Tehama County, or any city within
the County. Indeed, the District fully expects that the County and citics in the County will enact
local ordinances to compliment the management efforts institutionalized by the Plan, However,
the provisions of AB 3030 can form the basis of a comprehensive and integrated management
program, which is buttressed by the police power of local ordinances.

A. PURPOSES OF THE DISTRICT PLAN

AB 3030 does not mandate any specific form or function of a groundwater management
plan adopted under its provisions, nor does it ordain any specific result, Rather, AR 3030 is but
on tool made available by the Legislature to local communities so that cach community can
customize its own groundwater management efforts. Communities, in theory, are supposed Lo
carclully examine the pertinent groundwater resource issues and use the AB 3030 mechanism to
build a management scheme to address those issues. This is precisely what the District's AR
3030 Plan sccks to accomplish.

The District, in its preliminary planning and scoping process, has examined the local
resource 1ssues and as a first step developed the broad set of purposes of the Plan as set forth in
scection 104, To paraphrase this section, the initial purposes of the Plan were mitially identified
to: 1) protect the groundwater resource so that local users have a reliable long-term water supply;
2) ensure that on a long-term basis extractions from and replenishment to the basin are balanced
consistent with the public interest; 3) implement the Plan through County-wide consensus
wherever possible; and 4) protect basin groundwater quality.

As a part of the revision process in producing the Plan, the District has concluded that a
more specific stalement for the purpose of “preventing overdrafi” should and will be added to the
Plan. This will provide more explicit acknowledgement that the Plan is inspired, in part, by the
County Charter amendment, and that the overriding and paramount concern is the prevention of
overdrafl. In any event, thesc are admittedly general and broadly stated purposes for the Plan. It
will be the challenge of the District and other participants to give practical meamng and effect Lo
the Plan purposcs. In summary, the Plan is analogous to a "constitution" for groundwater
management. While the Plan will establish the goals and process, the ultimate success of the
Plan will be risc or fall upon the establishment of a consensus for groundwater management and
in the virtue of the mechanisms established to implement the Plan,

B. NEITHER AB 3030 OR THE PLAN PROMOTE OVERDRAFTING OF
THE BASIN

T
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1. Conjunctive use is a management lool which does not create, tripger or
foster overdraft conditions.

AR 3030 generally, and the Plan in particular, is not intended to promote conjunclive use
and intentional overdrafiing of Basin groundwater. By way of background and accepted general
definition, "conjunctive use" means the coordinated and planned operation of surface and
groundwaler resources to reduce waste or loss and to optimize water supply use. Generally, there
are timing and usage practices for basins or subunits which have both surface water and
groundwater supplies available, which if put in place, would ensure that the total water supplies
arc put to optimal use.

For example, any given area might be able to alter its seasonal use of groundwater or
surface water sources to maximize the recharge capability of the local groundwater basin. If an
arca does not have both surface and groundwater sources available, il generally cannot engage in
conjunctive use practices.

We know of no legal or hydrologic link between conjunctive use and the intentional
overdrafting of a groundwater basin. Overdraft will occur if more water is removed from a basin
than 1s replenished on an annual basis. If such a condition should exist without mitigation and
outside of stringent controls, the goal of comprehensive groundwater management generally, and
the specifically stated primary purpose of the District's AB 3030 Plan would be defeated. As
such, the conjunctive use operation would be prohibiied.

2. Al 3030 sets threshold conditions before extractions can be limited but
does nol require conjunctive use

As noted above, AB 3030 does not require the use of specific resource management tools
and certainly does not promote overdrafting of groundwater basins. Instead, AB 3030 provides a
framework to achicve groundwater management objectives. Conjunctive use is a management
tool which may be utilized under AB 3030, that is, if the local proponents of the plan so choose.
In no instance does AB 3030 explicitly or implicitly suggest that intentionally overdrafting a
groundwater basin on a long-term basis is an appropriate method of groundwater management.
Morecover, the primary purpose of the District AB 3030 Plan as amended, the ability of any
overlying landowner to enjoin the overdrafl of groundwater and the desire to avoid a basin
adjudication suggest practical and lepal limitations on intentional overdrafting, irrespective of
whether proponents sought to justify overdrafi under the guise of conjunctive use.

As a protection to the nghts of the local basin users, AB 3030 does impose threshold
criteria before the District or other Plan proponents could limit or suspend extractions. AB 3030
provides:

"Nothing in this part | AB 3030] shall be construed as authonizing the local agency [the

District ancd other Plan proponents| o limit or suspend extractions unless the local apcney
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has determined through study and investigation that groundwater replenishment programs
or other altemnative sources of water supply have proved insufficient or infeasible to
lessen the demand for groundwater." (Wat. Code § 10753.8(c).)

In a similar manner, another provision of AB 3030 requires that the Plan proponents
consider the impacts on local business activities which may result from any rules or regulation
which involve limiting or suspending extractions:

“In adopting rules and regulations pursuant to Section 10753.8, the local agency shall
consider the potential impact of those rules and regulations on business activities,
including agricultural operations and to the extent practicable and consistent with
protection of groundwater resources, minimize any adverse impacts on those business
activities." (Wat. Code § 10753.9)

These sections impose a duty on the local community to maximize the use of its available
water supplies before 1t imposes pumping restrictions under its AB 3030 plan. To meet the
precondition to limit or suspend extractions, the Plan proponents must simply find that
groundwater replenishment programs (whether by conjunctive use or otherwise) or other
allernative sources of water supply (reclamation, importation, ete.) are insufficient or infeasible.
And m imposing pumping restrictions, the Plan proponents must attempt to nunimize the impacts
on local businesses.

The District surmises that most local users would prefer less intrusive repulation unless
absolutely necessary. These preconditions serve Lo protect private property rights in the use of
groundwater without negating the District's overriding interest to prevent the adverse impacts
associated with overdraft. In other words, the District and the Plan proponents cannot attempt to
linit extractions without making some prior effort to ensure that the groundwater resources
available are being efficiently used and that the local economic impacts are carefully considered
before restrictions are imposed.

Meeting these requirements will obviously vary with subunit conditions. In other words,
some subunits may have more management options than others which foster creative solutions to
future water supply issues. However, this does not mean that AB 3030 mandates conjunctive usc
or overdrafting, or that the local agency must wait until an overdrafi condition has persisted for
any length of time before extractions may be imited or suspended. To be sure, cvery indication
15 o the contrary.

The fact that the District has taken strong, proactive steps in promoting groundwater
management ought to be some evidence of its commitment to the agpressive protection of its
local groundwater resources. In the absence of the AR 3030 Plan, coordinated groundwater
tnanagement 1s less likely.

2 The Plan does not require conjunciive use or overdrafling

12

24343 1-7409.| FLALRMG 1556




The core of the District's AB 3030 Plan provides as its fundamental purpose the
protection of the viability of the local groundwater resources so that local users have a reliable,
long-term water supply. Certainly, if in developing the detailed programs for cach subunil,
implementation of conjunctive use practices would provide benefits in terms of the quantity or
quality of water available for local users, the District would be 1rresponsible if it did not promote
such practices. While the District is presently unaware of any specific program, prepanng a
framework to address future scenanos is a part of good management.

Contained within the revised Plan's primary stated purpose of prohibiting overdraft is the
statement that the Plan will "balance long-term average annual replenishment with extractions
and other losses to the basin as may be consistent with the public interest." Apparently some
have interpreted this purpose as an endorsement of combining intentional overdraft with
conjunctive use. Again, as revised above, the clear and unequivocal statement that the
prevention of overdraft is a primary purpose of the Plan should be dispositive of this concemn.

From a legislative and judicial perspective, the District power to protect landowners and
the "public interest” 1s designed to increase, rather than restrict the ability of the District to
address problems in the future. By no means does the District embrace intentional overdrafi.

By analogy, the District views this purpose as a statement of the fundamental requirement
of any resource management effort -- to develop a management program based on a sound
hydrologic understanding of each subumt. (Necessary elements of this hydrologic model
includes the quantification of annual replenishment (rainfall, minoff, percolation, imported
sources, etc.) and outflows (extraction, evaporation, migration, etc.).) Again, if after developing
these types of hydrologic models, altering resource use can be accomplished without trigger
overdraft and it would provide some over-riding public benefit, the District may wish to consider
the aption.

Any action in this regard at the present time would be premature. Presumably, the
District would first be required to develop a program, rules and regulations, comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act, and satisfy all affected water nghts users in the area.
Failure to address any one of these requirements will prevent the conjunctive use project from
ever poing lorward.

. THE PLAN IS MEANT TO COMPLIMENT AND WORK IN TANDEM
WITH LOCAL ORDINANCES

As noled repeatedly ahove, the Plan 1s meant to compliment and work in tandem with the
County export ordinance and any other local ordinances adopted by the County and cities within
the County. 1t is vital to note that the County ordinances operate independently of AR 3030 and
thus do not have to meet the preconditions hsted 15 Water Code section 10753 8 and 10753.9. In
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other words, the County export ordinance will operate on its own lerms independent of the Plan,
as will other local ordinances adopted outside the context of AB 3030.

For example, persons who intend to export groundwater within the meaning of the
County's ordinance will remain subjcct to all the preconditions and limitations set forth in that
ordinance. Nothing in AB 3030 or the Plan will limit or condition the requirements of the export
ordinance. In other words, Water Code sections 10753.8 and 10753.9 do not apply to the County
ordinance.

In addition as discussed below, the Plan contemplates the imposition of other independent
permit requirements for extraction and use of groundwater across subunit boundaries (a
“transfer" within the meaning of the Plan). Once in place, these transfer permits will augment the
County export ordinance, but will be subject to the limitations and preconditions set forth in AB
3030 and the Plan.

D. THE PLAN PERMITTING PROCESS IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE
MAXIMUM PROTECTION FOR THE BASIN

Sections 545-547 of the Plan are intended to provide maximum protection for the basin
water supplies. Accordingly, these provisions impose a permit requirement on any extraction
from one subunit for use in another subunit. Further, all permits issued will be subject to
immediate reduction or suspension. As discussed above, reductions or suspensions under AB
3030 must be implemented consistent with the requirements of Water Code sections 10753.8 and
10753.9. Thus, while the District docs contemplate the potential that permits may be issued for
use of water across subunits under the Plan, there will be a strict, quick and aggressive program
to monitor basin conditions and 1impose permit restrictions. Overdraft conditions are not a goal
and will be actively combatted.

It evaluating 11s management opporfunities under AR 3030 as well as other alternatives,
the District has acknowledged that current California law docs not offer methods to prohibit new
uscs of surplus water, including export of groundwater out of the basin, without having to engage
in problematic issues ol enforcement. (See Tulare Irrigation District v. Lindsay-Strathmore
Irrigation District (1935) 3 Cal.2d 489; Peabody v. City of Vallejo (1935) 2 Cal.2d 351.)
However, the permitting eritena adopted by the County and the complimentary permitting
process which will be implemented under AB 3030 will provide local users with the maximum
protection allowed by law.

The District believes this protection will oceur in several ways. First, as discussed above
the Plan restrictions will be imposed in conjunction with and complimentary to all other local
ordinances. Water uses will be monitored carefully and likely by scveral local agencies with
cnforcement authority,
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Next, in circumstances where no permitting criteria are imposed, as long as surplus
groundwater is available new appropriators may extract water from the basin. Once these
appropriative uses are established (the water is diverted and put to a rcasonable and beneficial
usc), the nght may become perfected as a property right. However, in the abscnce of a permitting
scheme which places an accepted and agreed upon limitation on the acquired right, the District or
any other entity would likely have to utilize the courts to restnct or suspend an appropriative use
when overdraft conditions exist. In contrast, the permitting criteria (under the Plan and under
independent county and city ordinances) imposes conditions on the exercise of such an
appropriative right before it becomes perfected. In effect, the appropriative right can only be
exercised subject to the terms of the permit and the restrictions may be enforced under the terms
of the permit and the rules and regulations under the Plan. A similar precondition has been
effectively enforced on appropriative rights acquired under the Water Code for decades.

Finally, as noted in section 546 of the Plan, the permitting restrictions will be invoked
and subject to reduction when there 15 evidence of overdrafi of a subunit or substantial threat of
overdrafi of a subunit. Appropriative usc is permissible only to the extent it exceeds the
cumulative water requirements of all overlying landowners. (Wright v. Goleta Water District
(1985) 174 Cal. App.3d 74.) If actual overdraft conditions actually occur, this will ensure that
permitted appropriators never satisfy the preconditions necessary to establish a prescriptive right
(1., the restrictions and reductions will be imposed well before the five year prescriptive period
has run).

For More Information

—

Slater, Califormia Water Law and Policy, (1995) (Butterworth Legal Publishers).

2. Governor's Commission, Groundwater Rights in California, (1977) (Staff paper No. 2)
Neese, Certainty in Groundwater Rights: Is Prescription Still Available?, California Real
Property Journal, Volume 12 (1995)
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CALIFORNIA WATER CODE

PART 2.75
Groundwater Management

[Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030). Former Part 2.75, entitled "Groundwater Resources,"
consisting of §§10750-10767, was added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255) and repealed Stats
1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030) ]

Note—
Stats 1992 ch 947 provides:

SEC. 3. The Department of Water Resources shall, on or before January 1, 1998, prepare and
publish, in a bulletin of the department published pursuant to Section 130 of the Water Code, a
report on the status of groundwater management plans adopted and implemented pursuant to Part
2.75 (commencing with Section 10750) of Division 6 of the Water Code.

NOTES OF DECISION

State statutes relating to water use, taken collectively, do not occupy the field of proundwater regula-
tion, and thus did not invalidate a county ordinance regulating the pumping practices and uses of
groundwater. The test of occupation is whether the nature and extent of the coverage of a field is
such that it could be said to display a patterned approach to the subject. No such pattern cxists. No
implication can be drawn that the Legislature intended to impair the constitutional exercise of the
police power over groundwater because it has granted limited authority over groundwater to local
agencies that draw their power solely from state legislation, and no pattern of regulation can be seen
in the restrictions of Wat. Code, §1220, on the export of water from the Sacramento Basin. The con-
verse implication is more naturally made. There is a common thread in these statutes suggesting that
problems of groundwater management should be addressed on the local level Baldwin v Cou nty
of Tehama (1994, 3rd Dist) 31 Cal App 4th 166, 36 Cal Rptr 2d 886,

CHAPTER 1
General Provisions

§ 10750. Legislative findings and declarations

The Legislature finds and declares that groundwater is a valuable natural resource in California, and
should be managed to ensure both its safe production and its quality. Tt is the intent of the Legisla-
ture to encourage local agencies to work cooperatively to manage groundwater resources within
their jurisdictions.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030)

Former Sections:
Lormer §10750, sumilar to present §10750.2, was added Stats 1921 ch 903 §1 (A3 255) and
repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030).



§ 10750.2. Application of part

(a) Subject to subdivision (b), this part applies to all groundwater basins in the state.

(b) This part does not apply to any portion of a groundwater basin that is subject to proundwater
management by a local agency or a watermaster pursuant to other provisions of law or a court order,
Judgment, or decree, unless the local agency or watermaster agrees to the application of this part.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §§10750, 10765, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255).

§ 10750.4. Effect of part on local agency overlying groundwater basin
Nothing in this part requires a local agency overlying a groundwater basin to adopt or implement
a proundwater management plan or groundwater management program pursuant to this part.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

§ 10750.6. Effect of part on authority of local agency or watermaster
Nothing in this part affects the authonty of a local agency or a watermaster to manage groundwater
pursuant to other provisions of law or a court order, judgment, or decree.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030),

§ 10750.7. Management of groundwater in service area of other entity; Basin not critically
overdralted

(a) A local agency may not manage groundwater pursuant to this part within the service area of
another local agency, a water corporation regulated by the Public Ultilities Commission, or a mutual
water company without the agreement of that other entity.

(b) This section applies only to groundwater basins that are not critically overdrafted.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10762, as added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1,

§ 10750.8. Management of groundwater in service area of another local agency; Basin
critically overdrafted '

(a) A local agency may not manage groundwater pursuant to this part within the service area of
another local agency without the agreement of that other entity

(b) This scction applies only to groundwater basins that are critically overdrafted.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).
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Historical Derivations:
Former §10762, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10750.9. Adoption of ordinance or resolution; Amendment of groundwater management
program

(a) A local agency that commences procedures, prior to January 1, 1993, to adopt an ordinance or
resolution to establish a program for the management of groundwater pursuant to Part 2,75 (com-
mencing with Section 10750), as added by Chapter 903 of the Statutes of 1991, may proceed to
adopt the ordinance or resolution pursuant to Part 2.75, and the completion of those procedures is
deemed to meet the requirements of this part.

(b) A local agency that has adopted an ordinance or resolution pursuant to Part 2.75 (commencing
with Section 10750), as added by Chapter 903 of the Statutes of 1991, may amend its groundwater
management program by ordinance or resolution of the governing body of the local agency to
include any of the plan components set forth in Section 10753.7.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).
Amended Stats 1993 ch 320 §1 (AB 1152).
Amendments:
1993 Amendment: (1) Designated the former section to be subd (a); (2) deleted "that"
before "Part 2. 75," the second time it appears in subd (a); and (3) added subd (b).
5 1075010, Cumulative nature ol part
This part is in addition to, and not a linitation on, the authority granted to a local agency pursuant
to other provisions of law.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10766, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10751, [Section repealed 1992.]
Added Stats 1921 ch 903 §1 (AB 255).
Kepealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030). Sec §10752.

CHAPTER. 2
Definitions

§ 10752, Definitions governing construction of part
Unless the context otherwise requires, the following definitions govern the construction of this part:
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(a) “Groundwater" means all water beneath the surface of the earth within the zone below the water
table in which the soil is completely saturated with water, but does not include water which flows
in known and definite channels.

(b) "Groundwater basin" means any basin identified in the department's Bulletin No. 118, dated
September 1975, and any amendments to that bulletin, but does not include a basin in which the
average well yield is less than 100 gallons per minute.

(¢) "Groundwater extraction facility" means any device or method for the extraction of groundwater
within a groundwater basin.

(d) "Groundwater management plan” or “plan" means a document that describes the activities
intended to be included in a groundwater management program.

(e) "Groundwater management program” or "program" means a coordinated and ongoing activity
undertaken for the benefit of a groundwater basin, or a portion of a groundwater basin, pursuant to
a groundwater management plan adopted pursuant to this part.

(f) "Groundwater recharge" means the augmentation of’ groundwaler, by natural or artificial means,
with surface water or recycled water.

(2) "Local agency" means any local public agency that provides water service to all or a portion of
its service area, and includes a joint powers authority formed by local public agencies that provide
water service.

(h) "Recharge area" means the area that supplies water to an aquifer in a groundwater basin and
includes multiple wellhead protection areas.

(1) "Watermaster" means a watermaster appointed by a court or pursuant to other provisions of law.
(1) "Wellhead protection arca" means the surface and subsurface area surroundi ng a water well or
well field that supplies a public water system through which contaminants are reasonably likely to
migrale toward the water well or well field.
Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (ADB 3030).
Amended Stats 1993 ch 320 §2 (AB 1152).

Former Sections:

Former §10752, similar to present §10753, was added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255) and
repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030)
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Amendments:
1993 Amendment: Added (1) ", and includes a joint powers authority formed by local
public agencies that provided water service" in subd (g); and (2) subds (h)-(j).

Historical Derivations: _
Former §10751, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

CHAPTER 3
Groundwater Management Plans

§ 10753. Authorization to adopt and implement plan

(a) Any local agency, whose service area includes a groundwater basin, or a portion of a ground-
water basin, that is not subject to groundwater management pursuant to other provisions of law or
a courl order, judgment, or decree, may, by ordinance, or by resolution if the local agency is not
authonized to act by ordinance, adopt and implement a groundwater management plan pursuant to
this part within all or a portion of its service area.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a local public agency, other than an agency defined in
subdivision (g) of Section 10752, that provides flood control, groundwater management, or ground-
water replenishment, or a local agency formed pursuant to this code for the principal purpose of
providing water service that has not yet provided that service, may exercise the authonty of this part
within a groundwater basin that 1s located within its boundaries within areas that are either of the
following:

(1) Mot served by a local agency,

(2) Served by a local agency whose governing body, by a majority vote, declines to exercise the
authonty of this part and enters into an agreement with the local public agency pursuant to Section
107507 or 10750 8,

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).
Amended Stats 1993 ch 320 §3 (AB 1152),

Former Scctions:
lormer §10753, similar to present §10753.2, was added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1 (AB 255) and
repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (A3 3030).

Amendments:

1993 Amendment: (1) Amended the introductory clause of subd (b) by (a) adding "that
provides llood control, groundwater management, or groundwater replenishment,
or a local agency formed pursuant to this code for the principal purpose of pro-
viding water service that has not yet provided that service,"; and (b) substituting
“"that 1s located wathin its boundaries within areas that are either" for "if both" near
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the end of the clausc; and (2) substituted subds (b)(1) and (b)(2) for former subds
(b)(1) and (b)(2) which read: "(1) Water service is not provided by a local agency.

"(2) The local public agency provides flood control, groundwater quality management,
or groundwater replenishment. "

Historical Derivations:
Former §10752, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10753.2. Hearing on adoption of resolution of intention

(a) Prior to adopting a resolution of intention to drafl a groundwater management plan, a local
agency shall hold a hearing, after publication of notice pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government
Code, on whether or not to adopt a resolution of intention to drafi a groundwater management plan
pursuant to this part for the purposes of implementing the plan and establishing a groundwater man-
agemeil program,

(b) At the conclusion of the hearing, the local apency may draft a resolution of intention to adopt
a groundwater management plan pursuant to this part for the purposes of implementing the plan and
establishing a groundwater management program.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030)

Historical Derivations:
Former §10753, as added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1.

§ 10753.3. Publication of resolution of intention; Copy

(a) After the conclusion of the hearing, and if the local agency adopts a resolution of intention, the
local agency shall publish the resolution of intention in the same manner that notice for the hearing
held under Section 10753.2 was published.

(b) Upon written request, the local agency shall provide any interested person with a copy of the
resolution of intention

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10754, as added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1.

§ 10753.4. Preparation and adoption of plan

The local agency shall prepare a groundwater management plan within two years of the date of the
adoption of the resolution of intention. 1f the plan is not adopted within two years, the resolution of
intention expires, and no plan may be adopted except pursuant to a new resolution of intention
adopted in accordance with this chapter,

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030)
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§ 10753.5. Hearing on adoption of plan

(a) After a groundwater management plan is prepared, the local agency shall hold a second hearing
to determine whether to adopt the plan. Notice of the hearing shall be given pursuant to Section 6066
of the Government Code. The notice shall include a summary of the plan and shall state that copies
of the plan may be obtained for the cost of reproduction at the office of the local agency:.

(b) At the second hearing, the local agency shall consider protests to the adoption of the plan, At
any time prior to the conclusion of the second hearing, any landowner within the local agency may
file a wnitten protest or withdraw a protest previously filed.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10755, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10753.6. Protest by landowner

{a) A written protest filed by a landowner shall include the landowner’s signature and a description
of the land owned sufficient to identify the land. A public agency owning land is deemed to be a
landowner for the purpose of making a written protest.

(b) The secretary of the local agency shall compare the names and property descriptions on the
protest against the property ownership records of the county assessors.

(c)(1) A majority protest shall be determined to exist if the governing board of the local apency
finds that the protests filed and not withdrawn prior to the conclusion of the second hearing represent
more than 50 percent of the assessed value of the land within the local agency subject to ground-
water management pursuant to this part.

(2) 1 the local agency determines that a majority protest exists, the groundwater plan may not be
adopted and the local agency shall not consider adopting a plan for the area proposed to be included

within the program for a period of one year after the date of the second hearing.

(3) If'a majority protest has not been filed, the local agency, within 35 days after the conclusion of
the second hearing, may adopt the groundwater management plan,

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §§107506, 10757, as added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1

§ 10753.7. Components of plan
A groundwater management plan may include components relating to all of the following:

(a) The control of saline water intrusion

(b) Identification and management of wellhead protection areas and recharge arcas.
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(c) Regulation of the migration of contaminated groundwater.

(d) The administration of a well abandonment and well destruction program.
(e) Mitigation of conditions of overdraft,

(f) Replenishment of groundwater extracted by water producers.

(g) Monitoning of groundwater levels and storage.

(h) Facilitating conjunctive use operations.

(i) Identification of well construction policies.

(1) The construction and operation by the local agency of pgroundwater contamination cleanup,
recharge, storage, conservation, water recycling, and extraction projects.

(k) The development of relationships with state and federal regulatory agencies.

(1) The review of land use plans and coordination with land use planning agencics to assess
activities which create a reasonable risk of groundwater contamination.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

§ 10753.8. Adoption of rules and regulations
(a) A local agency shall adopt rules and regulations to implement and enforce a groundwater man-
agement plan adopted pursuant to this part.

(b) Nothing in this part shall be construed as authorizing the local agency to make a binding deter-
mination of the water rights of any person or entity.

(c) Nothing in this part shall be construed as authorizing the local agency to limit or suspend extrac-
tions unless the local agency has determined through study and investigation that proundwater
replenishment programs or other alternative sources of water supply have proved insufficient or
infeasible to lessen the demand for groundwater

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030),

§ 10753.9. Consideration of impact of rules and regulations on business activities

In adopting rules and regulations pursuant to Section 10753 8, the local agency shall consider the
potential impact of those rules and regulations on business activities, including apricultural opera-
tions, and to the extent practicable and consistent with the protection of the groundwater resources,
minimize any adverse impacts on those business activities
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Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

CHAPTER 4
Finances

§ 10754. Authority as water replenishment district to fix and collect fees and assessments
For purposes of groundwater management, a local agency that adopts a groundwater management
plan pursuant to this part has the authority of a water replenishment district pursuant to Part 4
(commencing with Section 60220) of Division 18 and may fix and collect fees and assessments for
groundwater management in accordance with Part 6 (commencing with Section 60300) of Division
18.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030),

Former Sections:
Former §10754, similar to present §10753 .3, was added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255) and
repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10760, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10754.2. Fees and assessments based on amount of groundwater extracted

(a) Subject to Section 10754.3, except as specified in subdivision (b), a local agency that adopts a
groundwater management plan pursuant to this part, may impose equitable annual fees and assess-
ments for groundwater management based on the amount of groundwater extracted from the ground-
water basin within the area included in the groundwater management plan to pay for costs incurred
by the local agency for groundwater management, including, but not limited to, the costs associated
with the acquisition of replenishment water, administrative and operating costs, and costs of con-
struction of capital facilitics necessary to implement the groundwater management plan.

(b) The local apency may not impose fees or assessmients on the extraction and replacement of
groundwater pursuant to a groundwater remediation program required by other provisions of law
or a groundwater storage contract with the local agency.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Amended Stats 1993 ¢h 320 §4 (AB 1152)

4
Amendiments:

1993 Amendment: Added "or a groundwater storage contract with the local agency" at the
end of subd (b).

Historical Derivations:

LFormer §10759, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1

o

45071 1. 7409 4 GRRMAG 1125




§ 10754.3. Election granting authorization

Before a local agency may levy a water management assessment pursuant to Section 10754.2 or
otherwise fix and collect fees for the replenishment or extraction of groundwater pursuant to this
part, the local agency shall hold an election on the proposition of whether or not the local agency
shall be authorized 1o levy a groundwater management assessment or fix and collect fees for the
replenishment or extraction of groundwater. The local agency shall be so authorized if a majority
of the votes cast at the election is in favor of the proposition. The election shall be conducted in the
manner prescribed by the laws applicable to the local agency or, if there are no laws so applicable,
then as prescribed by laws relating to local clections. The election shall be conducted only within
the portion of the jurisdiction of the local agency subject to groundwater management pursuant to
this part.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10701, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

CHAPTER 5
Miscellaneous

§ 10755, Annexation of land subject to plan

(a) If a local agency annexes land subject to a groundwater management plan adopted pursuant to
this part, the local agency annexing the land shall comply with the groundwater management plan
for the annexed property.

(b} If a local agency subject to a groundwater management plan adopted pursuant to this part
annexes land not subject to a groundwater management plan adopted pursuant to this part at the time
of anncxation, the annexed territory shall be subject to the groundwater management plan of the
local agency annexing the land

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030),

Former Sections: L
Former §10755, similar to present §10753.5, was added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255) and
repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030)

Historical Derivations:
Former §10764, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1

§ 10755.2. Coordinated plan; Joint powers agreement: Agreement with public or private
entitics

(a) It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage local agencies, within the same groundwater
basiry, that are authonzed to adopt groundwater management plans pursuant to this part, to adopt and
implement a coordinated groundwater management plan.
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(b) For the purpose of adopting and implementing a coordinated groundwater management program
pursuant to this part, a local agency may enter into a joint powers agreement pursuant to Chapter 5
{commencing with Section 6500) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code with public
agencies, or a memorandum of understanding with public or private entities providing water service.
(¢) Alocal agency may enter into agreements with public entities or private parties for the purpose
of implementing a coordinated groundwater management plan.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030). Amended Stats 1993 ch 320 §5 (AB 1152).

Amendments:
1993 Amendment: Added "public entities or" in subd (a).

Historical Derivations:
Former §10758, as added Stats 1991 ¢h 903 §1.

§ 10755.3. Meetings to coordinate programs

Local agencies within the same groundwater basin that conduct groundwater programs within that
basin pursuant to this part, and cities and counties that either manage proundwater pursuant to this
part or have ordinances relating to groundwater within that basin, shall, at least annually, meet to
coordinate those programs.

Added Stats 1992 ch 947 §2 (AB 3030). Amended Stats 1995 ch 833 $2 (SB 1305)

Historical Derivations:
Former §10763, as added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1.

§ 10755.4. Exception to application of requirements of plan

Except in those groundwater basins that are subject to critical conditions of groundwater overdrafl,
as identified in the department's Bulletin 118-80, revised on December 24, 1982, the requirements
of a groundwater management plan that is implemented pursuant to this part do not apply to the
cxtraction of groundwater by means of a groundwater extraction facility that is used to provide water
for domestic purposes to a single-unit residence and, if applicable, any dwelling unit authorized to
be constructed pursuant to Section 658521 or 65852 2 of the Government Code.

Added Stats 1992 ¢h 947 §2 (AB 3030).

§ 10756-10766. [Sections repealed 1992.]

Added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (AB 255) Repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030). See §§10750.2,
107507, 10750.8, 1075010, 10753 6, 10754, 10754 2, 10754 3, 10755, 107552, 10755.3.

§ 10767, [Section repealed 1992 |

Added Stats 1991 ch 903 §1 (A 255) Repealed Stats 1992 ch 947 §1 (AB 3030) The repealed
section related to eflect of part on specified duties of local agencies.,



